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Ayurveda curb antibiotics
use in veterinary treatment

A.M. Jigeesh
NEW DELHI

The Standard Veterinary
Treatment Guidelines
(SVTG), released recently
by the Union Ministry of
Animal Husbandry, aims to
reduce and regulate the
use of antibiotics to treat
diseases found among liv-
estock and poultry. The
SVTG also provides for the
use of Ayurvedic drugs in
veteri treatment.

Itis for the first time that
the Centre has come up
with a standard set for
treatment of almost all dis-
eases of animals and birds.

- Union Animal Husban-

Standard protocols for
treatment of poultry and cattle
have been set out.

dian Veterinary Research
Institute (IVRI) Raj Kumar
Singh, who played a pivo-
tal role in its drafting, said:
“SVTG is for minimising
the usage of drugs, includ-
ing antibiotics. The guide-
lines will help in reducing
the economic burden on
farmers as medicines will
be cost-effective from
now.”

Union Animal Husban-

dry Commissioner Abhijit
Mitra said the guidelines
were drafted by a team of
more than 80 profession-
als from veterinary and
medical fields. He said the
States had been consulted
in its preparation.

Dr. Singh said Ayurvedic
drugs had been clinically
proven for the treatment of
some of the diseases by the
National Dairy Develop-
ment Board (NDDB). The
document has prescribed
the use of “ethnoveterin-
ary medicine” and herbal
drugs, tried on a large-
scale by the NDDB to treat
mastitis. “The validated
ethnoveterinary medicine
practices for treatment
and better management of
bovine mastitis are in use
to reduce the irrational use
of antibiotics, thereby re-
ducing the cost of treat-
ment,” the SVTG says.
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