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Horti-tourism: Govt

Jai Kisan
Tuesday 27-08-2024

Pg. 1

prepares pilot programme,
2 farms 1dent1ﬁed

SHRADHA TRIVENI
BENGALURU, DHNS

apping on the potential
of Karnataka’s heri-
tage in gardening and
plantation, the government
has identified two locations
in Bengaluru and Tumakuru
districttobe developed as part
of its Horti-tourism initiative.

Two farms - one on 37
acres at Thippagondanahalli
on the outskirts of Bengaluru
and another on 250 acres at
Doddasaggere in Tumakuru
district—will be developed by
the departments of horticul-
ture and tourism. The project
looks to build on the popular-
ity of experiential eco- and
agro-tourism.

K M Parashivamurthy, ex-
ecutive director of National
Horticulture Mission, said
infrastructure will be devel-
oped along with tourism de-
partment in these farms.

“Theidea is to engage visi-
torstothe farmwith plantpro-
duction activities, like potting
and repotting, grafting meth-
ods, plant care tips and gar-
dening techniques,” he said.
Gazebos, restrooms and small
cafeteria will be constructed

The horticulture department is eyeing a late 2024 launch for
one-day trips from Bengaluru to the horti-tourism farms.
PHOTO FOR REPRESENTATION

tomake them tourist-friendly.
Dr Rajendra KV, director
of the department of tour-
ism, said horti-tourism pro-
grammes are aimed at edu-
cating studentsand gardening
enthusiastsonsustainableand
responsible tourism practices.
He told DH that city dwell-
ers were increasingly pre-
ferring locations that offer
experiential tourism over
conventional destinations.
The tourism department,
incollaboration with horticul-
ture and agriculture depart-
ments, will prepareadatabase
offarmersintheregion. They
will be given basic training
on hosting tourists on farms,
without disturbing farming
activities.
“The training covers as-
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pects of hospitality, with
farmers themselves explain-
ing farming techniques to the
tourists. We will curate spe-
cific farm-tourism featuresin
consultationwith horticulture
department,” he said.

Parashivamurthy said no
separate budgetaryallocation
isneeded for the initiative,

“Depending on the viabili-
ty of our pilot projects at TG
Halli and Doddasaggere, we
will tailor more such initiatives
for farms across the state.
Bee-keeping, a prominent
practice among farmers of
Uttara Kannada, can also be
planned,”he said.

The horticulture depart-
ment is eyeing a late 2024
launch for one- day trips from
Bengaluru to the farms.
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- State'ssoilsarenotinareat condmon shows data

MANJUNATH HEGDE BOMNALLI
HUBBALLI, DHNS

ore than 50% of Karnataka’s
Mfarmland haslow levels of soil
organic carbon (SOC), with
experts blaming indiscriminate use of
. chemical fertilisers as one of the main
. causes of the problem thatcouldleadtoa
. declinein productivity in the long run.
. SOCisakey indicator of soil quality
. and fertility; optimum levels of SOC help
in water and nutrient retention, actas a
pH level buffer and prevent soil erosion.
But an analysis of soil sa.mples col-
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.

27-08-2024

lected by the Agriculture Department

between 2017 and 2024 found that SOC

was less than 0.5% (the required limit) in

50.41% of agricultural land in the state

where tests were conducted, raising con-

cerns about the extent of degradation.
The department analysed over 23

lakh soil samples that were collected in
the time period, including around seven
lakh samples in the last four years.

Experts say that rampant use of
chemical fertilisers and a proportionate
decline in organic manure usage are to
be blamed for low SOC levels. Mono-
cropping and deforestation have only
added to the problem.

According to the Fertiliser Associa-
tion of India, Karnataka is among the
top five states when it comes to use of

A

Dec Hrd Pg 01 fertilisers, with the per hectare usage

_ slightly above the national average.
»Soil, Page 6
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State’s soils are notin great
condition, shows data

Soil, from Page 1

The state’s fertiliser con-
sumption for agriculture
cropsis above 40 lakh metric
tonnes per year.
The department’s soil tests
show that more than 94% of
cultivated land in Kolar dis-
trict , where vegetables are
grown widely, has low levels
of organic carbon. On the oth-
er hand, Dakshina Kannada,
Uttara Kannada and Udupi
districts, which have more
tree cover, are toppers among
districts having satisfactory
SOC.

Fertiliser consumption,
which was 38 lakh MT in
2019-20, crossed 45 lakh MT
in 2020-21 and 2021-22. The
Agriculture Department has
projected a demand of more
than 26 lakh MT of fertlisers
for the kharif season alone
(June to September) in 2024,
and total consumption this
fiscal year is likely to be more
than that of 2023-24, when it
stood at 40 lakh MT.

The decline in the use of

5 dists having max
area with low soil
organic carbon

etri Low SOC
Districts =ras

Kolar 94.67%
Dharwad 88.60%
Gadag 85.99%
Chamarajnagar | 79.89%
Koppal 79.42%

(Source: Agriculture Department)

cattle manure is clearly indi-
cated by the livestock popula-
tion figures compiled by the
Animal Husbandry & Veter-
inary Services Department.
As per the livestock census,
the cattle and buffalo popula-
tion declined from 1.48 crore
in 2007 to 1.14 crore in 2019.
Compulsion, cost and con-
venience are driving a major-
ity of farmers to rely more on
fertilisers for plant growth
and good yield. In Dharwad
district, which is only next
to Kolar in terms of low SOC
(88.60% of area), farmer
Mallesh Kurahatti said he is
fully dependent on fertilisers.

“Cattle manure costs Rs
14,000 per acre while the cost
of fertilisers required for the
same area is Rs 3,000,” said
Mallesh, who grows green
gram and other crops on his
20 acres of land at Kusugal
village.

Agricultural scientists
advise a blend of organic
manure and inorganic fer-
tilisers to maintain a balance
between good yield and soil
health. Green manure, ver-
micompost and post-harvest
crop residue can also help
improve soil health, said
soil science and agricultural
chemistry expert V B Kuligod.

According to Agriculture
Department Director G T
Putra, more green manure
seeds have been distributed
in recent years. “We plan to
take five lakh soil samples
across the state this year. An
app having all the details of
soil tests including survey
numbers will be launched, so
that giving information and
guidance to farmers becomes
more effective,” he said.
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