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Spurtin mushroom ou

VARSHA GOWDA
BENGALURU, DHNS

he cultivation of oyster
mushrooms has found

new fervour in the state
after increased demand. In
fact, production of the fungus
variety increased from approx-
imately 260 tonnes in 2021 to
320 tonnes in 2023 — a rise
of almost 23%. In all, the state
produced about 410 tonnes of
oyster, milky and button mush-
rooms lastyear.

+ The climatic conditions in
Bengaluru.and its environs
cultivating
oyster waxshrooms, explains
- Kavya, who grows white oyster
mushrooms on 100 sqft of her
balcony area in K R Puram. “I

am able to produce 5 kg a day
Jjust from my balcony while my

3,000 sgm farm in Hoskote
ylelds 20 kg a day,” she says.

Over the past five years, she

has noticed a marked increase

ininterestinoysuumushmomv ;
cultivation due to rising de- is

mand in the city.

on budeng demand

mﬁ'mﬂﬁn

ﬂnehlghmpmdm:asofoys—
ter mushrooms in t.he state

respectively — accounting for ~ rooms,
40% of the total production in

of mushroomsaswell. The pan-
demic saw a lot of people turn
to cooking as a hobby. Many
want to work with speciality
ingredientslike shiitake mush-
rooms and oyster mushrooms.
This may have contributed to
the boom,” she explains.
Despite demand and an
increase in production, Kar-
nataka still has unrealised
potential in mushroom pro-
duction. “Karnataka has very
few button mushroomunitsas

these have to be adopte_d ona

utput

room can be priced at around
Rs 150 in wholesale markets,
and the cost of cultivationis Rs
120 perkg.

Agricultural universities
and private companies have
also made spore bags or kits
thatmakeiteasyfor beginners.
Easy access to courses by the
Department of Horticulture
and the Indian Institute of Hor-
ticultural Research has also
encouraged people to try their
hand atmushroom farming. In
2019, the Department of Hor-
ticulture trained 785 students

igyan
explams that though
‘a lot of people show interest,
‘many do not pursue mush-
room farming. “The shelflife of
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[1Sc team finds nanomaterial-based solution to treat groundwater

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE where groundwater is pumped study. Researchers in thereport  waterbody,” said GL Sivakumar
@Bengaluw outand then purified using chem- suggested that the synthesising Babu, Professor at CiE and CST,
ical precipitation, absorption, ion Z nanoparticles consisting of and co-author of the study.

IN a bid to address the rising exchange and reverse osmosis at 5 nano zero-valent iron (nZVI),  The paper has also been pub-
concerns surrounding ground  different locations, the IISc re- &% along with carboxymethyl cel- lished in the Journal of Water
water contamination and the searchers proposed an on-site al- = lulose, is promising materialfor Process Engineering.

presence of heavy metals in ternative which involves using g on-site remediation of chromi-  Prathima added that chromi-
water bodies, researchers from  iron nanoparticles that remedi- €  um-contaminated groundwater. umenters soil and groundwater
the Indian Institute of Science ate the heavy metals. = “Places like Bellandur Lake through effluents from indus-
(IISc), Bengaluru, have devel-  “If the groundwater is con- have alot of contaminatedsedi- tries, such as leather tanning,
oped a nanomaterial-based so- taminated, we can inject these ments, and this technique can  electroplating, and textile man-
lution that can reduce the pres-  nanoparticles into the subsur-  clear water,” said Prathima Ba-  prove quite useful in remediat- ufacturing. Heavy metals enter
ence of heavy metals, like facegroundwater region, where ~savaraju, PhD studentat Centre  ing contaminants such as cad-  the environment because of ur-
chromium, in groundwater. it will react with the chromium  for Sustainable Technologies mium, nickel and chromiumin banisation and mismanage-

Unlike conventional methods, . and immobilise it, resulting in  (CST) and lead author of the contaminated sediments of the ment by industries. /
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