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Why nets make oranges

2

more appealing

market may have noticed that some of the fruit they

purchase may not look the same at home asin the
store—or, more specifically, after it is removed from its
packaging. Thisis due to what has come to be known as the
“confettiillusion”,—in which pieces of coloured material
partially obstructing the view of an image can change the

P eople who shop for groceries at their local super-

way our brain processesits colouring.

Karl Gegenfurtner, a psychologist at Giessen University,
in Germany, has found that the “confetti illusion” used by
fruit sellers is due to a perceptual illusion involving how
our brains are programmed to interpret visual informa-
tion. In his paper published in the journal i-Perception, he
describes a brain phenomenon called colour assimilation

and how it contributes to optical illusions.

Food growers learned long ago that if they packed
oranges in orange netting, the oranges inside look more
orange, which the mind interprets as a more luscious ripe
fruit. This is true for yellow netting for lemons and green
netting for limes. The colour of the fruit seen between the
plastic netting is altered by what Gegenfurtner describes
as colour assimilation. He felt compelled to take a new look

at the confettiillusion after experiencing it himself. Upon
returning home from the supermarket, he discovered that
the bright orange appearance of his oranges was noticea-

bly greener once removed from their netted bag.

After some thought, he noted that it could be explained
by prior research showing that sensory stimuli are always
made up of partial information—the things we see are
assembled into images only after the brain has knitted
together input from several sources, When we look at an
ordinary sidewalk, for example, we may perceive different
images depending on ambient temperature, scents like
recently mowed grass, or even the leftover residue in our

mouths from our latest meal,
By posting pictures of human faces with coloured

bars drawn across their faces in his paper, Gegenfurtner
demonstrates that the change in fruit colour is not due to
the way light reflects off the netting. Because the images
are 2D, there is no chance of colours from the bars reflect-
ing off the imagery under them, yet the skin colour and
tone of the person behind them seem to change anyway.

-Phys.org
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Taste Keeps Price of Chana Dal High, Indians Unable to Adapt to Imports
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Government faces difficulty in controlling inflation of yellow pea prices, despite extending availability of imports until October

Jayashree Bhosale

Pune: Indians are not adapting to
the taste of the besan made from
imported yellow peas, which is
making it challenging for the go-
vernment to control the inflation
in chana dal and the original in-
gredient used for making besan.
When India had faced acute shor-
tage of pulses in 2015-16, we impor-
ted record quantities of yellow pe-
as, which were mainly used to re-
place chana dal used in besan,
which was stopped totally after In-
dia had surplus chana production.
With shortages returning, the go-
vernment has once again opened
yellow pea imports. But, these are
lying at the ports as consumers are
notready forasuddenshiftin taste,
which is keeping chana dal prices
high.

Government had allowed duty-
free imports of yellow peas in De-
cember 2023 till March 2024, which
was extended till April, then June

Chana Dal Shortage

Why is India Importing

Yellow Peas

« El Nino adversely affecting
India’s chana production

« Imports of yellow peas
allowed to help control
prices

« Duty free imports allowed
from Dec 2023-Mar 2024

« Extended till April, then
June and now till Oct

and now it is allowed till October.
Since December, India has impor-
ted little above 2 million tonnes of
yellow peas, of which nearly1 m_ll-
lion tonnes are estimated to be still
lyingat the ports.

Chanadal is the largest consumed
dal in different forms like whole

India imported

*Over2m * Nearly im
tonnes of tonnes still
yellow peas lying atports £

Reason for Unacceptance
« Besan made of yellow peas
tastes bitter

« Shift to new besan fully or
partially will take time

chana, split chana dal and the flour
of chana dal called besan, which is
used in popular sweets and savori-
es like laddu, sev, farsan, fafda, pa-
koda etc. India's yellow pea im-
ports had hit a high of nearly 3.2
million tonnes in 201617 as a dro-
ught in the previous years had re-

o

India's chana production, India Rai, a processor and importer of

duced the production of chana or
gram. As India became self-suffici-
ent in chana produection, it impo-
sedadutyonimportof yellow peas,
which led to imports falling to less
than1lakh tonnes in2022-23.

With the El Nino weather pheno-
menon of 2023 adversely affecting

has again allowed imports of yel-
low peas to help control prices of
chana. “As besan made of yellow
peas tastes a little bitter, the shift
to besan made using yellow peas
fully or partially will take some ti-
me,” said pulses importer Satish
Upadhyay, adding, “The uncerta-
inty in import policy of yellow pe-
as was also responsible for the te-
pid response of dalmillers to shift
the yellow peas as everyone tho-
ught that the imports were allo-
wed only for 4 months.”

Taste adjustment is the first step
inshifting toa substitute, “Substi-
tution will take time as taste ad-
justment is the first challenge,
whichisfollowed by ashifttowards
the cheaper substitute due to price
concerns. As chana prices have be-
en rising despite yellow pea im-
ports, themarket has accepted that
there is significant shortage of
chana inthe country and acceptan-
ce by the market that there isacute
shortage of chana,” said Harsha

pulses from Madhya Pradesh.

Govt Holds Talks
on Chana Dal Prices

Pune: Worried
abouttherisein
pricesof chanadal
along withsupply
issuesinturdal, the govern-
ment held talks with stakehold-
ersofthe pulsesindustry on
Friday. They have asked the
government reduce the import
duty on kabuli chana to tame
prices. Besan made from kabuli
chanawould be accepted faster
for its sweeter taste, they said.
However, itislearnt thatthe
government would consider
interests of kabulichana
growers from Madhya Pradesh.
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