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Scheme to assign unique

ANIRBAN BHAUMIK
NEW DELHI, DHNS

he Centre is keen to provide

financial support to the state

governments in expeditiously
implementing the ‘Bhu Aadhaar’
scheme for assigning a unique
identification number for all land
parcelsacross the country-a move,
which s expected to help mitigate
thelong pendency of court cases
over property disputes.

Presenting the Union Budget
for the 2024-25 financial year,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Tuesday told the
Lok Sabha that the Centre would

ASHISH TRIPATHI
NEW DELHI, DHNS

he Supreme Court
on Tuesday asked the
Centre to formulate a
national policy with regard to
GM crops for research, culti-
vation, trade and commercein
the country, while rendering a
split verdict on the validity of
the 2022 decision by the Union
government granting condi-
tional approval for environ-
mental release of genetically
modified (GM) mustard crop.
On October 18, 2022, the
Genetic Engineering Apprais-
al Committee (GEAC)—a stat-
utory body under the Ministry
of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change (MoEF&CC)
and regulator of genetically
modified organisms in the
country — recommended the
environmental release.

Bt N

incentivise the completion of the
land reforms by the state govern-
ments within the next three years.
Assigning the Unique Land Parcel
Identification Number (ULPIN)
or ‘Bhu-Aadhaar’ to every parcel
of land is one of the actions the
Union Government wants the
states to speed up, she said.

The ‘Bhu Aadhaar’, according
to the government, is likely to help
deal with the growing menace of
land-grabbing and other fraudu-
lent activities, including owning
‘benami’ properties.

“Land-related reforms and
actions, bothin rural and urban
areas, will cover land administra-

Subsequently, another deci-
sion was taken on October 25,
2022, approving the environ-
mental release of transgenic
mustard hybrid DMH-11.

Dealing with a plea by NGO
Gene Campaign and others,
a bench of Justices B V Naga-
rathna and Sanjay Karol gave
divergent opinion on the va-
lidity of the two decisions and
directed the matter be listed
before the Chief Justice of India
DY Chandrachud forsettingup
anappropriate bench foradju-
dication.

Unanimous

In its 409-page judgment, the
bench, however, was unani-
mousinits finding thatjudicial
review of both the October 18
and October 25 orders of
GEAC s permissible.

It directed the Centre to
evolve a national policy with
T
24-07-2024
Dec Hrd Pg 07

24-07-2024
Dec Hrd Pg 06

tion, planning, and management,
and urban planning, usage, and
building bylaws,” Sitharaman
said. “These will be incentivized
for completion within the next 3
years.”

The Unique Land Parcel
Identification Number (ULPIN) is
part of the Digital India Land Re-
cords Modernization Programme
(DILRMP) of the government.
The 14-digit identification number
accorded to aland parcel is based
onits longitude and latitnde
coordinates and depends on de-
tailed surveys and geo-referenced
cadastral maps.

The ULPINis generated

using the Electronic Commerce
Code Management Association
(ECCMA) standards during the
importing of the geo-referenced
shape file into BhuNaksha, a
cadastral mapping solution of the
National Informatics Centre,

o
e et

' Alabourer sprays pesticids on genetically modified cotton
crops in Guntur, Andhra Pradesh. REUTERS FILE

regard to GM crops.

“The said -national policy
shall be formulated in consulta-
tionwith all stakeholders, such
as experts in the field of agri-
culture, biotechnology, state
governments, representatives
of the farmers, etc.”

The court said the MoEF
& CC shall conduct a national

SBexs BrEIEF,

consultation, preferably within
the next four months, with the
aim of formulating thenational
policy on GM crops.

It also said the state
governments should be in-
volvedin evolving the national
policy.

The bench further directed
the Union government to en-

)sfor land parcels

The 14-digit number accorded toaland parcelis based on its longitude&latitude coordinates and depends on

] detailed surveys & geo-referenced cadastral maps. It will help deal with the menace of land grabbing

It is going to be a single,
authoritative source of truth for
information on any parcel of land
or property.

An official told DH that the
project being implemented by the
Department of Land Resources
of the Ministry of Rural Develop-
ment will create the world’s larg-
est database on land ownership.

The GDP loss to the economy is
at present estimated at 1.3% due to
projects being stalled over litiga-
tion involving land disputes, while
66% of all civil suits are related to
land or property disputes, and the
average pendency of a land acqui-
sition dispute is 20 years.

sure that all credentials and
past records of any expert
who participates in the deci-
sion-making processshould be
scrupulously verified and con-
flict ofinterest, if any, should be

declared and suitably mitigat-

ed by ensuring representation

toawiderange of interests.

Therulesin this regard may
be formulated having a statu-
tory force, it said.

Regarding importing of GM
foodand more particularly GM
edible oil, the bench said the
Centre shall comply with the
requirements of Food Safety
and Standards Act (FSSA),
2006, which deals with pack-
aging and labelling of foods.

With regard to the October
18,2022, and October 25,2022,
decisions, Justice Nagarathna
termed those as vitiated, for
being in gross violation of the
principle of public trust.

24-07-2024
Prajavani Pg 10

amd et
305 Qe FTTH
ERER). BTT,

o, HHFY BB TITODIFNY), JX), BRRHEY, o)
FHHS F2NEM 3aTed 02T, ABFOWI. eled,
Taab Wededioh Sed dme bk BrigDY, ﬁﬁi&’ﬁotmm‘

B aabe EfS LUE I, HFI NBY HOX. FOBTT Y,
AR BT s TPE NNy, 0EE eIig e, 1eRT,
30, &0 SoTBT) (HTL, FAN ROBTHIS. ST, e AND
& ZREaE engnén Jm) BeBanaos WS o),
ZReBATRT. 81 Ty, 3TN Tose Aleell DY, JOTTT LOSHIN,
RAEETZ TODFATFHTIT!

BT, B LBF0S oea), B ), RIS TRBee ),
BT S0k SN, Berfowd, Fun DpeesEs Led s
mEaHY HHOTON ATHE VT, LEDEROE ST, BT
B2V BOITAR Bt Foea), WRHIH. tledr, Mo Bose
Tanend Zar wEha Zaab deasions) Sz dsm0n emEod
[eehErw wenohe 8 el 2d.

DYTAT "DUDT SHIRODET, SUTE 5 1 VIO
Bt ZoBReGS FFUTNG. wEDIT HEE EODS”,
TR THB) BET Hagr ¢z Hondehdont's e’

DIWATS® SORCHDON LRI QLD INGRIS He, 618,

EOOTFELRR® TOBF, DS MO ToM6 EHZT O oMOIBN &

2DOT0Z e, SOOI,
DD D0ARe?
TTOBWE gt Ge 7005, BEITN), LALLM,
@, Je 950%) wRF 0o Tz 1160 B4 evIINE e
Oe H3Ie Bef)IIe ¥0. 20 BeK) 3OS mToa] Ty, B0,

T TOERTOTON HTOS 308 Bk 3T, LY SO
a8, Toserab 3082 VRO, SOmERRT.
WROFDNChE e MEAHES DO, HedEPF e ILIH.
8 rheazse WgidA FAr Hestha Je 900, AeT, médhoride
2EDZRUTOS B TOBRETS SBHS.

B0 FLINED Ded) Deo), LOHIE. GVERBTHT 133,
eed, By, I00sER). AN NENYR) Tls QTN e,
oNZlerb3 @, Coh SRED0H VERY TRFTIO, ¥ ARWOD

B e | -

an=

ded mzon
AT BAIT
AFanEy
denzelesnnd
§ B dew
Y wahma 3ridne
¢ g ey,
Epuderied.
s, wnazh
THVLTD 2O2EROTH
Bt BOBRIION),
FRBRNT 00 P
&, odwe Bedrnd.
BEN ‘B 20w
333 GO NPOT), Feetrts, s, el w0Feend. Bade
BehIoF B SN ATE V0T 908 2WIT. BOWT, TZVTTLHBOT
DEOT SHANT), B HEDEMOT SN FewDLEADIT. drdt,
o TS IO ArRITN IO BeDTTNHE eTa),
AN BT AT, 2TO0T 03, 2B0IBNTHIITS OTH
3%, ROLREGIOD FHaDFF NN, T, 0o DTDATRT.
a6e 81 WIS MO0, B ‘BEEHOIYY ‘wokee
Cezdeess TiER) BOICRNTIBE. ) 8630 T TRFHe

023, F20D tecindpotn Seomn JoTEE BROWE St
TRee SneedpessTieh 200 TOTPEF STRENTN), I &0
TOFHBTOI.

TN, B30 Rtz TITODAF I TS
$eLITIBBNYRA, T 23RBAN0T WY 0TI, AREIH.
833 85%) wEme 300 GIi3803 Bi) semoZs vBm
Rezd Soedfi 20Tt 34T WeRrbam, Rg I Sora
81 B0 o1, IRON TWRee TeelaesTiY Tabaon
RIS,

e1p3M, ‘S aeo” YRy, TosdfT OB JRTR J200
300 570 seeS BBFOTTTONG. By, Vet WAHOT 38nér
), ‘el nYI0ETD. 8 ‘BB J0ZE BTN
QAR 2o TN, & ‘SR i dodn
00O, TN, e 0BT St I LFTOmMD

LB 2T abgp 2. v, I FRoe* JoZparmon
ERYOINE NI, BAOKH, 80T, 3 WS gerdacs et
oz SeiRde At eeh, RAQTTIHIT. STIBOT TS 803
Fnhaedean foRpdmen 3o Ioro3H.

B30 BORH ZZNE, B1 Q03 e, ANIOT 20T
QeRAND HIFII JFTBATT. tIeRT JeTHY, vz
SRODH, DN FOTIZ PR ELDIH, FIOI
BRI, B2 WTHTH [TV SHILOTIRNS.




Newspaper Clippings

Bo%S

“ AGRICULTURE

Seeds of research to sow
climate-resilient varieties

One crore farmers
tobetrainedin
natural farming;
digital crop survey
tobetakenupin
400 districts

AJITH ATHRADY
NEW DELHI, DHNS

ith the climate
change impacting
the agriculture sec-

tor severely, the Centre on
Tuesday announced that it
will undertake a comprehen-
sive review of the agriculture
research setup to bring the
focus on raising productivity
and developing climate resil-
ientvarieties.

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, presenting the
2024 Union Budget, said that
new109 high-yielding and cli-
mate-resilient varieties of 32
field and horticulture crops
will be released for cultivation
by farmers.

The minister announced

based bio-input resource
centres will be established,
she said.

For achieving self-suffi-

ciency in pulses and oilseeds,
the Centre will strengthen
their production, storage and
marketing.

Vegetable production clus-
ters will be developed closer
to major consumption cen-

tres. The government will

SEEDS OF CHANGE

@ Vegetable clusterstobe
developed

e Targettoachieve
self-sufficiency in pulses
and oilseeds

@ 10,000 bio-input resource
centres will be established.

promote Farmer-Producer
Organisations, cooperatives
and start-ups for vegetable
supply chains including for
collection, storage, and mar-
keting, Nirmala said.

The government facilitates
the implementation of the

Digital Public Infrastructure
that Rs 1.52 lakh crore has (DPI) in agriculture for cov-

been set aside for agri-
culture and allied sec-
torsin FY-2025.

The minister said
in the next two years,
one crore farmers across the
country will be initiated into
natural farming supported
by certification and brand-

B

erage of farmers and
their lands in three
years. During this year,
adigital crop survey for
kharif using the DPI

will be taken up in 400 dis-
tricts. The details of six crore
farmers and their lands will
be brought into the farmer
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“Fertiliser subsidy is queering the
pitch for agri sector s growth

Ashok Gulati & Ritika Juneja

e finance minister has an-
nounced an allocation of Rs 1.52
lakh crore for agriculture and al-

lied sectors in FY 25, constituting 3.1% of
the total expenditure of Rs 482 lakh
crore. This marks only a slight increase
from Rs1.4lakh crore in the revised esti-
mate (RE, FY24).

It hardly adjusts for inflation. Addi-
tionally Nirmala Sitharaman stated
that over the next two years, one crore
farmers will be introduced to natural
farmingpractices.

However, this raises concern, given
the budget of Rs 1.64 lakh crore ear-
marked for fertiliser subsidy in FY25.
This subsidy allocation surpasses theto-
tal budgetary allocation for agriculture
and allied sectors in FY25. Such a discre-
pancy prompts critical reflection on fer-
tiliser subsidy and raises questions be-
tween promoting sustainable farming
practices and subsidising granular fer-
tilisers, especially urea, which can have
adverse effects on soil health.

It is noteworthy that granular urea,
as currently applied in fields, is not fully
utilised by crops. Estimates of nutrient
use efficiency (NUE) indicate only
around 35% of nitrogenous urea is ab-
sorbed by crops. Since temperature is
high, most of the urea will volatilise as

ammonia (NH3), nitrogen gas (N2), and
nitrous oxide (N20) gases. Ammonia,
upon oxidation, transforms into nitrate
(NO3), which is 273 times the carbon
equivalence causing global warming.

CATCH IT

Besides, a portion of applied fertiliser
nitrogen is leached into groundwater;
rendering it non-potable due to high ni-
trate content.

When fertiliser subsidy was intro-
duced in the 1970s, the ratio of grain

EXPERTSPEAK

vield to fertiliser application was 10:1.
Overtime, thisratiohas dwindled to 2:1.
One might question why our policy-
makersarereluctant toexplorealterna-
tives. Fertiliser subsidy should be
transferred from ministry of chemicals
and fertilisers to ministry of agricul-
ture to ensure direct disbursement to
farmers. This step, combined with de-
regulating prices of specific fertilisers,
has the potential to encourage equita-
ble pricing and usage, potentially lead-
ing to savings in subsidies.

The FM could also consider digitis-
ing the distribution process by provid-
ing electronic vouchers or coupons that
can be used to purchase fertilisers from

registered agri-input dealers. This will
eliminate leakages and diversions.
According to the last two input-out-
put tables of the country, around 20-30%
of nitrogenous fertilisers meant for
agriculture are being diverted else-
where — unrelated industries like ply-

. wood and glass manufacturing or to

neighbouring countries.

The Economic Survey 2024 under-
scored the pressing need for reforms in
fertiliser administration. It presented
two key policy recommendations. One
WAS to leverage Agri Stack, a robust
digital platform well-established in
major states, to enhance targeting of
fertiliser subsidies. Agri Stack enables
precise identification of eligible farm-
ers and regulation of fertiliser quanti-
ties based on land ownership and pri-
mary crops cultivated.

The other was adoption of E RUPI,
on the lines of e-coupons, to digitally
transferflexible input subsidies direct-
ly to farmers’ registered bank ac-
counts. This subsidy can be utilised by
farmers using authorised PoS ma-
chines to purchase fertilisers and oth-
er essential items like seeds and pesti-
cidesfrom authorised outlets.

However, for these reforms to suc-
ceed, it is crucial to integrate farmers’
credentialssuchas Aadhar, mobilenum-
ber, and bank accounts with all agricul-

tural land owned by them.
(Gulati & Juneja are distinguished
Dprofessor and fellow, ICRIER, respective-

by Views are personal)
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