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Govt Mulls Fixed
Duty on Export
of Parbmled Rlce

On the Boil

Current 20% duty leads to

. under-invoicing by exporters -

to reduce duty payments

Committee formed ==
to address rice
export issues

Govt move to

introduce a fixed @ fixed duty e

duty of $100 per = might raise CIF .

tonne irked . prices by $5to o
$i0pertonne ./ -

some exporters

Fixed higher

Sutanuka Ghosal

Kolkata: The governmentis
contemplating fixing the ex-
port duty on parboiled rice
at $100 per tonne, peopleawa-
re of the matter said.

A proposal tothiseffect was
made recently as a measure
to curb under-invoicing by
exporters wanting to avoid
higher payment on account
of the currentlevy of 20% on
this variety of rice.

The government has for-
med a committee — Rice Fe-
deration Consulting Com-
mittee— under the commer-
ce ministry to deal with the
issueof rice exports.

On August 25 last year, a
20% export duty was levied
on exports of parboiled rice
till October 16, 2023 as a step
to maintain adequate do-
mesticstock and keep prices
under check. The duty,
which was extended till

March 31 this year, is still
continuing.

According to some indust-
ry executives, many expor-
tersunder-invoicesoastoav-
oid higher payout as export
duty. “For instance, if a kilo
of rice wasbeing exported at
%80, then they would show
that they are selling it at 40
per kg, which would automa-
tically bring down the fund
outgo on export duty,” said
anindustry executive.

However, the government’s -
move to introduce a fixed ex-
port duty of $100 per tonne
hasirked asectionof riceex-
porters.

“Initially, the imposition of
export duties on parboiled
rice had a significant impact
on its export,” said Keshab
Kumar Haldar, managing di-
rector and CEO of HVL Gro-

up.

FOR FULL REPORT, GO TO
www.economictimes.com
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Washington: A rare species
of tree cactus has gone extinct
in Florida, in what is believed
tobethefirst specieslosttosea
level rise in the US, resear-
cherssaid on Tuesday.

The Key Largo tree cactus
(Pilosocereus millspaughii)
wasrestrictedtoa singlesmall
population in the Florida Ke-
ys,anarchipelago off the sout-

An image released by the Florida
Museum of Natural History shows
thick hair and spines blanket parts
of the Key Largo tree cactus

hern tip of the state, first dis-
covered in 1992 and monitored
intermittently since then.

But salt water intrusion
' caused by rising seas, soil ero-
' sion from storms and high ti-
\

3BTRS 46,589 530 (1,23,816
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Rare Florida cactus is first
US species lost to sea rise

des, and herbivory by mam-
mals placed significant pres-
sure on the last population.

By 2021, a once-thriving
group of roughly 150 stems in
an isolated mangrove forest
had dramatically declined to
six fragile, struggling fragm-
ents, which researchers relo-
cated for off-site cultivation in
abid to ensure their survival.

“Unfortunately, the Key
Largotree cactusmaybeabell-
wetherforhow otherlow-lying
coastal plants will respond to
climate change,” said Jennifer
Possley; the director of regio-
nal conservation at Fairchild
Tropical Botanic Garden.

Key Largo tree cacti conti-
nue to grow on a few scattered
Caribbean islands, including
northern Cuba and parts of
the Bahamas. These plants
canreach heightsexceeding 20
feet and feature cream-colou-
red flowers with a garlic scent
that gleam in moonlight. arp
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Minimum Support Price, loan
waiver crucial issues for farmers

BUDGET IN FOCus

Ashok Dhawal

Ashok Dhawale also now under the control
. of corporate houses. Smart

The Bharatiya Janata Party- meters are going to create

led National Democratic

Alliance (NDA) faced huge rural and urban.

setbacks in the Lok Sabha

elections in the agrarian Expand MNREGA

belts of the country. The sixth point is about the

This government is a
continuation of the first
two Narendra Modi re-
gimes that favoured the

corporate houses and  Greatexpectations: Farmers expect this government to make a starve MGNREGA of funds.
tweaked policies in agricul-  radical break from all its earlier Budgets. KV:S.GIRI The number of work days
ture sector in their favour. ' has come to just 42. The
the Budget is they must cut The fourth point is rele-  government will have to in-
Rising farmer suicides down the cost of produc-  vant in the context of cli- crease the wages to ¥600
Farmers expect that this tion by reducing the price  mate change and the envi-  and the number of days of
government make aradical  of fertilizers, seeds, insecti- ~ ronmental situation. Inthe  work to at least 200.
break from all its earlier cides, diesel, water and light of  continuous
Budgets. Of course, this is  electricity. drought, flood, unseasonal ~ Radical land reforms
asking for a tall order. But Rates of all these inputs  rains and hailstorms, there ~ The seventh point, which
unless that is done, the are going up. A statutory should be a comprehen- is very important, is the
farmers unrest and agrar- MSP at a rate of C2+50% sive  crop insurance question ofland.
jan crisis are not going to  may have no meaning if scheme, which is totally The rulers have changed
subside. The National the cost of production is different from the Pradhan  the slogan of ‘Land to the

Crime Records Bureau da-
ta tells us that 1,00,474
farmers and agricultural
workers committed suicide

one-and-a-half times the
comprehensive cost of pro-
duction, as recommended
by the M.S. Swaminathan
Commission. Unless that is
done, it’s going to be im-
possible even to begin to
resolve the agrarian crisis.
They will have to make
Budgetary provisions 1o
implement this. This is our
first demand.

Cut input prices

The second point is about
the cost of production,
which is continuously ris-
ing. Our expectation from

Be 400 B3 Soea): AR08, Agoed0d)

TOETO S Fomgs D23
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not brought down.

The government should
bring control through the
Budget on the corporates

a complete one-time loan
waiver for farmers and
agricultural workers all ov-
er the country. Unless this
is done, farm suicides can-
not be prevented.

This government has
written off loans worth
about 216 lakh crore of cor-
porates,

Loan waiver, bringing
down the cost of produc-
tion and ensuring MSP at a
rate of C2+50 have to be
done together. If this is
done, 70% of the crisis in
the agrarian sector can be
dealt with.

PUDFATFEROTRONON XCUTE!

Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana.
Several States have opted
out of it. Some States are
starting their own scheme.

question of irrigation and
power. Public sector in-
vestment in irrigation and
power has been cut down
in the last 10 years.

Irrigation projects
These sectors are being
handed over to the private
companies and hence, the
cost of water and power is
increasing. A number of ir-
rigation projects are in-
complete in the country. If
they are completed, a large
section of land will come
under irrigation.

So, the Budget should

10-07-2024
Hindu Pg 13

have provisions to com-
plete these irrigation pro-
jects. Power production is

havoc for all consumers,

expansion of MGNREGA.
Ever since the Modi Go-
vernment came to power,
they have been trying to

Tiller’ to ‘Land to the Cor-

porates’. In total violation
of the Land Acquisition
Act, there’s massive acqui-

between 2015 and 2022. who are producing the in-  This is because PMFBY is  sition of farm lands by cor-
This is a tragic indica- puts. The Budget should ~working in the interest of  porate houses. Land acqui-

“ tion of the agrarian crisisin ~ help public sector compa-  insurance companies, not sition must be done only

the country. nies engaged in the pro-  of farmers. when strictly necessary for
+  The most important is-  duction of inputs. Budgetary provisionhas  a public purpose. Radical

sue for farmers in the to be made for a compre-  land reforms must be in-

country today is statutory ~ Loan waiver hensive scheme that helps itiated and completed.

minimum support price at  The third expectation from  farmers.

the rate of C2+50%, that is  the Budget is that they give The fifth point is on the =~ Restore corporate tax

To raise resources for all
this, the Union govern-
ment must impose wealth
tax and inheritance tax.
They have tremendously
reduced corporate tax.
They must restore it. Rich
have to pay more income
tax and the middle class
should get some relief.

Direct taxes must be in-
creased and indirect taxes
must be reduced.

(Ashok Dhawale is a se-
nior leader of the Samyukt
Kisan Morcha and presi-
dent of the All India Kisan
Sabha)
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Madhya Pradesh alone
produces about 30% of spices

29.6%

Madhya
Pradesh

12.6%

Andhra Pradesh

Rajasthan

Source: NHB's Second Advance
Estimate (2023-24)
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L e OVer red, you can also find purple,
. ere a"\eﬂes yeHow and black ones. The yellow
00 var es ! ones are the sweetest, but most
erv . fragile. Raspberries have anti-

There are over 200 varieties of
raspberries and while most are

" inflammatory properties and can
help boost the immune system and
improve cardiovascular health.
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