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'In a first, fauna checklist of
over 1 lakh species launched

JITENDRA CHOUBEY @ New Delhi

THE Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate
Change (MoEFCC) on Sunday
launched a checklist of India’s
fauna covering 104,561 speciés
on the occasion of the 109th
Foundation Day of Zoolog1ca1
Survey of India.

The ‘Fauna of India’ check-
list portal is the first compre-
hensive document on the
faunal species reported
from India. It compris-
es 121 checklists of all
known taxa covering
36 phyla. Endemic,
threatened, and sched-
uled species have been
included in the list.

Environment minister Bhu-
pender Yadav said, during in-
auguration of the Animal Tax-
onomy Summit-2024, that India
has become the first country in
the world to prepare a check-
list of its entire fauna.

“The silver lining is that In-
dia is a global champion in bio-
diversity conservation. Our
tradition, ethos and values re-
spect nature and promote bio-
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diversity conservation,” Yadav

be an invaluable reference for
taxonomists, researchers,
academicians, conservation
managers and policymakers.”
The minister said Prime
Minister’s mission for nature
was reflected in ‘Ek Ped Maa
Ke Naam’ programme, under-
taken after the NDA formed
government for the third time.
“PM’s Mission LIFE put
forth before the world
. the theme of sustaina-
. ble consumption and
\  conservation,” he said.
Emphasising the con-
cept of ‘recycle econo-
my’, he said, “Whatever
we take from nature, efforts
should be made to return the
same in pristine, pure form.”
Yadav highlighted initia-
tives like the International Big
Cat Alliance to preserve biodi-
versity and species. He also re-
leased a publication of ZSI,
‘Animal Discoveries — 2023’
comprising 641 new animal
species and ‘Plant Discoveries
- 2023’ of Botanical Survey of
India with 339 plant species.
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| Walk-in-interview

Temporary Posts to be filled in research projects.

For details visit:nbsslup.icar.gov.in
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