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These residents

GREEN

MiniLThomas@timesofindia.com

en an unused land in their vi-
cinity turned into a garbage
dump, residents of Royal Park

Residency Layout in JP Nagar were jolted
into action. They cleared the debris and
created a Miyawaki forest in the deserted
piece of land. The densely packed forest
with native plant species is now a lush,
thriving blodiverse haven.

Over time, the team has expanded its
initiative to include three more mini
forests, with the fourth one launched in
June. “Our new project has nine plants
cultivated in memory of the Bengaluru
based trekkers who died during the Sa-
hastra Tal trek in Uttarakhand last
month,” says Girish Yelamali, a resi-
dent. Two of the trekkers who lost their
lives in the tragedy — Sujata and Vinay-
ak Mungarwadi — were part of the Mi-
vawaki team.

“We have grown nearly 6,000 trees un-
der the project named as RPR Urban Mi-
vawaki,” says Yelamali, 54, raising his
pitch and drowning out the bird chirping
while interacting with us in a mini forest.

Miyvawaki forests are named after
Japanese botanist and ecologist AKira
Miyawaki, who developed the unique
technique of plantation in the 1970s. In a
Miyawaki forest, the saplings are spaced
just three feet apart, and they grow tall
towards sunlight and the roots go deep in
search of water, making it a thick forest
in a short time. ““The method can accom-
modate tall, medium and short trees in a
single forest area. The technique is suit-
able for urban afforestation,” says Chan-
drashekhar Kakal, a resident and ex-
president of the layout association. “We
bought our saplings from nurseries run
by BBMP, forest department and Happy
World Foundation, an NGO. Medicinal
plants were SO from Dhanvantari
Vana (a nursery),” says Kakal who ear-

"Uer had a long stint with Infosys. 4"

The team made its first Miyawakl for-
est four years ago. At the time, they dug
big trenches — 3 feet wide and 2 feet deep
— which made filling them a significant
challenge. Based on these initial experi-
ences, they subsequently made trenches

turn

dumpyard into

HAVEN

HOW TO CREATE A

MIYAWAKI FOREST?

Take out the soil and fill it with
biodegradable material like dry
leaves, rice husk and coconut shelves
that hold water
Opt for plants that suit our
environment
3P|ant the saplings at 3 feet distance
in a layered manner alternating tall
growing, medium growing and small
growing ones
4:;“ soil and organic fertilisers such
vermicompost, locally composed
manure -3z ™
5Provide support for the plants with
sticks

Water and mulch the plants.

Mulching ensures sunlight does not
fall directly on the soil and the plants
get protected. It also prevents weeds
from taking over the forest
The forest needs maintenance for about
two years before they become self-
sustaining.

with smaller width of 1 foot each. “We
completed our fourth project in a record
12 days, compared to 45 that the first one
took,” says Arun Yadwad, a resident.
BBMP, he says, installed permanent fenc-
ing around the forests.

The plants cultivated include tabebuia
rosea, a flowering tree Known for its beau-
tiful blossoms, simarouba, mahogany,
black plum, and fruit bearing trees like
guava and jackfruit. These plants are
spread over an area of about 50,000 sqft.

So, what does creating a forest mean
to team RPR Urban Miyawaki? Pat comes
the reply from BJ Sreepathy, a retired
banker and secretary of RPR Layout:
;ﬁ:_vmm:o the community enriches

Walcl afros
promising .oly.l.ittoh in the tau.on 13 3
dump yards ralse thelr u;

Do you have green fingers? Do
have a beautiful garden? Let us know at
timescommunity @ timesofindia.com

Residents
of RPR
Layoutl on s
what

0

The Miyawaki forests are a lifeline, providin
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