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The Hindu Pats
‘Food price rise likely sped up in May’

Crisil's food plate cost tracker finds vegetarian meal costs surged 9% year-on-year last month compared with the 8% gain in

April, when official retail food inflation was 8.7%; cost of a non-vegetarian thali dropped 7% as broiler prices declined 16%

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

ood inflation may
F have hardened in
May, as the average
cost of a home-cooked ve-
getarian meal rose 9%,
compared with April’s 8%,
to hit a four-month high.
Tomato, onion and potato
prices surged about 40%,
while inflation in rice and
pulses held firm, CRISIL’s
food costs tracker shows.
Food inflation, as mea-
sured by the official retail
price rise gauge — the Con-
‘sumer Price Index (CPI),
had sped to a four-month
high of 8.7% in April from

Veg thali dearer

Food inflation may have hardened in May, as the average cost
of a home-cooked veg thali quickened to a four-month high

= Tomato, onion and potato
prices surged about 40%, while
rice, pulses inflation held firm

= CRISIUs food costs tracker
shows non-veg thali was at the
second-highest level in

5 months at ¥55.9

= Vegetarian meals cost an average
of 227.8 per person in May

8.5% in March, with rural
consumers witnessing a
sharper uptick of 8.75%.
Overall retail inflation
stood at 4.83% in April.
The National Statistical Of-

fice will release CPI num-

bers for May on June 12.
The cost of a non-vege-
tarian meal slid 7% as broil-
er prices fell 16% from
2023 May’s high levels, but

still stood at the second-
highest level in five months
at 355.9. Vegetarian meals
cost an average of T27.8 per
person in May, up slightly
from %274 in April, the
CRISIL Market Intelligence
& Analytics’ Roti Rice Rate
report reckoned.

Tomato gains soften
There was a price rise of
39%, 41% and 43% in toma-
to, potato and onion, res-
pectively, reflecting a slight
softening in tomato infla-
tion, which was 40% in
April. Potato and onion
prices rose faster than the
38% and 40% recorded in
the previous month.

“Lower onion arrivals
on account of a significant
drop in rabi acreage cou-
pled with a decline in pota-
to arrivals on account of
the adverse impact of late
blight and crop damage in
West Bengal contributed
towards the increase in
prices,” CRISIL noted.

Prices for rice, which
makes 13% of a vegetarian
meal cost, and pulses,
which account for another
9%, rose 13% and 21%, res-
pectively, in May. Cumin,
chilli and vegetable oil
prices fell 37%, 25% and
8%, respectively, offsetting
the spikes in other compo-
nents of a vegetarian meal.
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SHRADHA TRIVENI

Tomato prices srocket amid supply crunch

BENGALURU, DHNS

ically in Karnataka in justa month,
rising from Rs 40-42 a kgin early
May to Rs 80 now.

The steep price rise in such a short
span is attributed to the supply crunch of
tomatoes to Kolar Agriculture Produce
Market Committee (APMC), Asia’s
second-largest tomato market.

While the seasonal price variation
is no surprise, a gradual decrease in
tomato cultivation after last year’s white
fly outbreak is a concern, Vijayalakshmi,
secretary of Kolar APMC said.

{On Thursday, the Kglar APMC

Tomato prices have shot up dramat-

< Tomato prices
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40 a kg in May, now cost between Rs 60
and 80 a Kg. DH PHOTO/ S K DINESH

received 56,600 boxes of 15 kg each,

making up only 8,500 quintals, despite

being the pe.
In 2022, the APMC received nearly.

skyrocket amid

season for tomato yields.

40,000 quintals of tomatoes on a single
June day.

However, in 2023, the supply plum-
meted drastically due to excessive crop
loss in Karnataka’s tomato-growing
districts of Mandya, Mysuru, Chikka-
ballapur, Kolar and Bengaluru Rural
(parts of Nelamangala) as a result of the
white fly outbreak.

Currently, the price of a 15-kg box of
“top-quality” tomatoes is between Rs

_ 650 and Rs 700 at the Kolar APMC.

Though the price has not broken last

- year’s record of Rs 1,800 a box, the price

surge is not just seasonal but also due
to reduction in supply, according to
Vijayalakshmi.

xTomato,Page6. ; .

supply crunch

Tomato, From Page 1

Another official from Kolar
APMC said that in 2022, the
supply of tomatoes to Kolar
APMC in May, June and July
was 1.64 lakh quintals, 5.45
quintals and 10.59 lakh quin-
tals, respectively. -

In 2023, due to the virus
and white fly outbreak, the
yield in the above-mentioned
months was 2.24 lakh quin-
tals, 3.30 quintals and 3.21
lakh quintals, respectively.

Due to impressive yieldsin
2022, farmers expanded their
tomato cultivation area, said
S R Kumara Swamy, Deputy
Director of the Department
of Horticulture in Kolar. y

According to official data,
the total cultivated area of
tomato in 2022 between
Februaryand Maywas 3,740
hectares,whichroseto 4,938
hectaresin 2023.

He estimates that toma-
to cultivation area this year
has shrunk due to “severe
temperatures in April and
May”. The crop survey data
for the summer is still under-
way, he added.

“Tomato is a purely irriga-
tion-dependentcrop,”hesaid,
adding many farmers antici-
pated the white fly outbreak
yetagainand avoided cultivat-
ing tomatoes fearinglosses.

Awell-placedsourceinthe
Department of Horticulture
attributed the wilting of flow-
ersasaresultofsevereheatto
decreased supply, alongside
shrinking of cultivated area,
driving a surge in prices.

A farmer from Kolar said
that last year, the prices shot
up after mid-June. Whoever
cultivated tomatoes this year
did so hoping that the prices
may increase. However, this
year too, the yields are not as
expected, he added.

A tomato crop usually
yields 40-45 tonnes per acre
in eight to 10 harvests. Each
plant is capable of providing
ayield of 6-10 kg per season.
However, the yield has re-
duced to 2 kg this season, the
famer added.

The horticulture depart-
ment source said the prices
may'come down once the
kharif yields reach the mar-
ketin the next15-20 days.

.. A o
Boe3¢ed 2318 "o

- 0
ogjb('):}#ﬁ #_,5) 0233
Worideth: F:8ed B 30D
RRWTR), BPGRLO BNE, 8,30 [36RT03 G -
2503 S0I0FOR ARWINIY, DeRTIFTTON
3, T3 . LILOTI0D RO €5338) 33023
R0 TR T3¢0 FORT WARTOT WRBROW
e53307 SPTTT. B e WesLSTI T[T
SOP000T G YVBFTIN WSS WRBED
ATTINT), STT)N LT TERDERFLD B00T
203 ROTLPF T, Boe3e0 WO R{oe)d R
B3, BEBI-ROTILD BORS GVOLINT. ToO
27 RO 35,000 08T E33° FVOMOT
DO, B.2.&.71OLT 553333 AR, e
6,500 3083,7° E33° RI0E, RCWTLINTIFTBO0S
2308 BT 29,000 0637 8 1LELBIRY
T30 LTt FTW0D WRBWOS Totd
qT3e Ded 0DPDOER 65,000 63T E37° R
520535 38,000 0835 £33° XD OO
SREE) 8,30 wOONRTOS %022 Bord &z -
A0 TES5eD FORT WA LIRTROL G &
RUSOR T3, L8O SRy SoDY, STOTIE
FODATOT B & R3S . 2BLOBWO00D T,
RreS PG Er e, 8 §reoacs wl ¢

r\as:gcs SoRwE SRS

_— A - — =



Price of beans drops to X150 a kg,
but tomatoes get costlier in c1ty

The Hindu Bureau
BENGAL!JRU

It is a bittersweet time for

| vegetable buyers in Benga-
luru as the price of beans,
which almost touched the
%300 a kg mark, has drop-
pedto 150 per kg in retail
markets. But the ever-fluc-

" tuating price of tomato is
now hovering around %65 -
Z70 per kg.

For over a month, the
price of beans was over
%200 a kg in all retail stores
owing to poor supply
caused by the extremely
hot summer this year. With
the vegetable growing re-
gions around Bengaluru
receiving good amount of
rain in the last few weeks,

_creased.
‘that the supply of beans
~has increased, as the price

The supply of tomatoes in
Bengaluru has taken a hit
owing to heat and rain at
unexpected times. FILE PHOTO

the supply of beans has in-
“We cannot say

would have gone down
further if that was the case.
But we do not .face a
crunch any more. Since it
is a monthly crop, good
rainfall might take the
price down further,” said
the manager of a HOP-
COMS -stall on Rest House
Road. In wholesale mar-
kets, beans are now selling
at 60 - 80 per kg. Howev-

. er, the supply of tomatoes

has taken a hit due to heat
and rain at unexpected
times.

“Due to the heat toma-
to plants were wilting
away. Now due to rain, the
quality of the fruit has de-
teriorated. Hence, the
price has gone up. The cost
of a 20-kg bag is around

Z1,000 (50 per kg),” said
Manjunath Reddy, a trader
in K.R. Market.

While it was selling -at

between 320 -%40 per kgin
the last few weeks, the sell-
ing price is around 70 in

HOPCOMS and between
¥65 - 75 at other retail
stores. The prices of carrot
and capsicum continue to
be high, as they are selling
at I70-75 per kg.

The prices of green leafy
vegetables, especially cor-
iander, have also gone up
due to the monsoon show-
ers. “As the availability of
coriander leaves has re-
duced due to rainfall, it is
currently selling at ¥300
per kg” said the HOP-
COMS manager.




