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"Heatwave:

Yashaswini.Sri@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The city's fondness for
paan is evident in its diverse array
of flavors and tastes. Whether it's
Maghai, Mishti, Calcutta or a play-
ful chocolate variant, enthusiasts
have access to a wide range of op-
tions. However, their beloved paan
hasseen asurge in priceslately.
Paanvendors told TOI they have
already hiked prices by Rs 5-10 per
piece and are contemplating anot-
her increase in the near future de-
pendingon consumer feedback.
Therise has been attributed toa
Jjumpinthecostof betelleaves—the
key ingredient for making paan —
by 125 per cent in thelast two weeks,
Paan sellers said they had no op-

tion but to increase prices in the

of everythingelse has gone up dras-

cy, but it is difficult to run our busi-

Pricey betel leaves taste bitter for paan lovers

backdrop of aspikein inputcosts. -
Paan consumption has increa-
sed over the years across the city, gi-

ven itscosmopolitanoutlookandin :

terest in gastronomy.

Saran Kumar; an l&waﬂld stu :
dentfrom Koramangala, lovestoeat -

paan after a heavy, hearty lunch,

. “With so many flavours to try, paan

has become an integral part of life.
The blend of flavours, the familiar
ritual of chewing... it bringsme clo-

ser to my roots, to moments shared

with loved ones,” said Saran,
But Saran isn't the only one who

_feels this way about paan. Accor-

ding to Shilpa Shankar, owner of

Maghai paan shop in Shantinagar, -

anaverageof 100 customers visithis

tically. Therentals for thesmall spa-
ces that house paan shops have also

.increased, as also the hafta paid to

" cops and local goons It is high time

PRICES UP BY t5-10 PER PIECE

storedaily. “Igetalotof regular cus-
tomers who love to indulge in their
favourite kind of paan,” said Shan-
kar. Many like him defend the up-
ward revision of paan prices. “Not
Jjustthe costof betellqaves, theprice

that paan prices went up too,” said
Bholanath, a paan seller operating
inKoramangala.

Apaan, whichwouldusuallyre-
tail at Rs 20, now costs up to Rs 35.
“Betel leaf has become costlier
than ever, so we (vendors) are for-
cedtoincrease the pricesof paan,”
added Shankar,

Shivam §, owner of Namaste
Paan Point, Seshadripuram, told
.TOI there has been an increase of
Rs 250 per kgof betel leaves.

“Initially, we decided not to in-

creasepricestomaintain consisten-

ness. In fact, we plan to further in- !
crease rates in the upcoming !
monthsif theinputcostsdon’tcome !
down,” Shivam added. §
Explaining the reasons for the !
suddensurgeinprices, Kadire Gow- :
da, joint director, department of i
horticulture, told TOI; “Karnataka :
has 3173 hectares for betel leaf pro-
duction, which is vastly concentra-
ted in Davanagere, We are usually !
self-sufficient, and the production
is enough for local consumption.
Normally, a betel leaf would cost
you around 50 paise. Now, because
of drought and recent heatwave,
there has been a drastic drop in pro-
duction. Now, a betel leaf costs aro-'
undRs2.” Wy
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National Agricultural Science Fund (NASF)
ST Krishi Anusandhan Bhavan-, Pusa New Delhi-110 012

. MUITATION EOR RESEARCH PRE-

W

M Indian Council of Agricultural Research

. ITATION FOR RESEARCH PRE- \,
N NN \ N 8 8 8 N N N N 3 \\ ot \ N \:
 onrone \\\\\\\\\\\%\\\\\\\\\\\\\\Q\\\\\\\\\\\\\\N\&&\ .
. PROPOSAIS FOR FUNDING B \S‘\vn‘:\ﬂ SE

The Indian Council of Agricultural Research invites Pre-Proposals for projects on
research proposals on basic and strategic research in the frontier areas of sciences
that are relevant to agriculture (including livestock and fishery*sciences) in the
following major strategic priority areas. The projects would be considered and funded |
largely in a network mode in major theme areas. The specific areas under each major
area are listed in the website: http://www.icar.org.in/nasf/index.html or
hitps://nast.icar.gov.in/ Strategic Areas: - ' .
(1) Biotechnology, genomics, metabolomics and allele mining in plants, animals and
fisheries; (if) Abiotic and biotic stresses and, quality traits in plants, animals and
| fisheries; (iii)- Precision agriculture and management of natural resources; and
application of sensors in crops, animals and Fisheries; (iv) Nanotechnology in
Agriculture; (v) Farm Mechanization and energy, (vi) Social Sciences and policy in
agriculture and allied areas. ‘ ‘
SUBMISSION OF PRE-PROPOSAL: Pre-Proposal must be submitted through On-
line Mode only at the website: hitps://nasf.icar.gov.in/. Pre-proposals in physical
and/or any other form will not be entertained and shall be summarily rejected. (1)
Submission of online Pre-proposals starts on 10 June, 2024 at 10:00 hrs. (2) Last
date and time for submission of online Pre-proposals is 09 July, 2024, 17:30 hrs.
(3) The link will automatically get disabled after the closing date and time.
Thereafter, no request will be entertained. (4) For further details and submission
guidelines of ICAR-NASF please see the website given above. ‘

' ~ Assistant Director General (NASF)
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