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Now guidelines to prevent EtO
contamination in splces export

Most countries have different |
maximum residue limits
for the chemical

o

v

NEW DELHI, PTI

ndia has come out with de-

tailed guidelinesto prevent

EtO (ethylene oxide - a car-
cinogenic chemical) contami-
nation in spices for exports, an
official said on Monday.

The government has put in
place other preventive mea-
sures like mandatory testing
of spices being exported to
Singapore and Hong Kong,

the official added. tive measures are enforced. count of EtO. convertsintocholoroethylene  $1.3billion in exports, followed
The steps assume signifi- Explaining the issue, an- Further, most of the coun- (CE)inproducts. by cumin at $ 550 million, tur-
cance amid reports on the re-  other official said that in food tries have different MRLs European Food Safety Au- meric at $ 220 million, carda-

call of two Indian spice brands’
—~MDH and Everest—products
in Singapore and Hong Kong
duetothe presenceof EtOres-
iduein certain spices.
“Mandatory pre-shipment
sampling and testing for EtO

for Singapore and Hong Kong
has been started; and guide-
lineshave been putin place for
all exporters to avoid possible
contamination of EtO - cover-
ing all stages (sourcing, pack-
aging, transportation, testing)
of supply chain, for all jurisdic-
tions,” the official said.

The official added that peri-
odicsamplingisalso beingdone
from exporters by the Spices
Board based on which correc-

products; there is a certain
degree of failure of samples,
and India’s sample failure is
less than 1 per cent. “In 2023-
24,99.8% of around 1.4 million
tonnes of spices havemet qual-
ity requirements of different

countries, and only 0.2% of all
consignments were non-com-
pliant,” the official said.
Ontheother hand, 0.73% of
imported food consignments
were non-compliant. There is
adrasticdeclineinalertsonIn-
dian food commodities export
to the European Union on ac-

(maximum residue limits) for
EtO. For example, while the
EU has fixed this limit to 0.02
to 0.1 mg per Kg, Singapore’s
limitis 50 mg per Kg and Japan
has0.01mg perKg.

Different countries fix their

be performed.

ownMRLsfor pesticidesbased
on their country-specific good
agricultural practices (GAP)
and dietary consumption pat-
terns. Thereis nointernational
standard for Ethylene Oxide.
Ethylene Oxide, because of
its volatile nature, leaves no
traces,andifnotaerated, soon

thority (EFSA) could not con-
clude onthe genotoxicity and
carcinogenicity of 2-CE and
therefore no safe level could
be derived and a standard
risk assessment could not
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“Impact of EtO residue and
2-CE presence in food is not a
settled issue,” the official said.

Ethylene oxide is often
used in the food industry to
reduce bacterial load, yeast
and mould, and coliforms, as
a fumigant.

“Indian food is more com-
pliant to global norms and our
rejectionrateisverylow. There
has been a drastic decline in
alerts on Indian food consign-
ments and a lot of work has
been done in that direction,”
the official said.

In 2023-24, India’s spice
exports totalled $ 4.25 billion
against $ 3.7 billion in 2022-
23. India’s exports account for
a12% share of the global spice
exports.

The major spices exported
from India include chilli pow-
der, which topped the list with

mom at $ 130 million, mixed
spicesat$110 million, andspice
oilsand oleoresinsat $1billion.

Other notable exports
were asafoetida, saffron,
anise, nutmeg, mace, clove,
and cinnamon.
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