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Honorable Governor of Karnataka and Chancellor of UAS, Bangalore
Shri Thawarchand Gehlotji; Dr. Himanshu Pathakji, the distinguished
Chief Guest of today’s 58" Convocation and Secretary, Gol, DARE
and Director General, Indian Council of Agricultural Research, New
Delhi; Dr. S.V. Suresha, Vice-Chancellor of UAS, Bangalore; Hon’ble
Members of the Board of Management; Members of the Academic
Council, former Vice-Chancellors and University Officers; Donors of
Medals; esteemed Invitees; University Officers and Faculties;
Graduating Students; representatives of the Media; Ladies and
Gentlemen,

It gives me immense pleasure to participate and share my views with
graduating students, scientists and farming community in this 58
Convocation of the University of Agricultural Sciences, Bangalore. This
is my second Convocation as a Pro-Chancellor after having sworn in
as Cabinet Minister of Agriculture, Government of Karnataka.

During 1965-66, the self-sufficiency in production of food grains was
achieved through the Green Revolution, a milestone in our country’s
agricultural history. The agronomic practices, the release of high-yielding
dwarf varieties, complementary irrigation facilities, use of fertilizers and
pesticides, and land reclamation measures have increased agricultural
production. The role of Agricultural Universities is very vital in this
achievement.

University of Agricultural Sciences, Bangalore is the first Agricultural
University established in 1964 in our state. Later on four Farm
Universities and one Veterinary University have taken birth from UAS,
Bangalore. For the last 59 years, the University of Agricultural Sciences,
Bangalore has been excelling in teaching, research and extension leading
to increased food production and productivity.

University of Agricultural Sciences Bangalore stood 11" among 152
Agricultural and Allied Universities Category and 90" position of
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6 Pro-Chancellors Speech

among 868 overall University Categories in the country as per the
UGC-NIRF : 2023 ranking system. In addition, the University has
secured continuingly 1%& 2™ position in JRF exams in the last 10 years.
On par with Academics, the University has also excelled in research
and extension activities.

Agricultural Scientist Recruitment Board (ASRB) recruits every year
good number of Agricultural Research Scientists (ARS). Graduates of
UAS, Bangalore find there place in a very substantial number every
year making UAS, Bangalore a leading University in the country
providing maximum number of ARS scientist to whole of our nation.

I'am happy to understand that UAS, Bangalore among the six farm
Universities is the first State Agricultural University to develop and deploy
hybrids in Sunflower and Rice for commercial production. Today, as
we gather to celebrate the achievements of our graduating students, we
also reflect on the remarkable journey that this University has undertaken.

Karnataka is the second largest state after Rajasthan in area under
rainfed agriculture. About 71% of total south-west rainfall is received
during the narrow window between June and September. Though total
rainfall has remained constant over the years, the rainfall distribution is
very erratic. This has adversely affected agriculture production and
farmers’ livelihoods, particularly in the last year. The state during 2023
has received 872 mm of rainfall against the normal of 1153 mm.
The southwest monsoon saw a deficit of 25 per cent.

The state of Karnataka having 31 districts has declared 216 taluks in
the state as drought hit out of 236 taluks in the state. Due to this, out of
73 lakh hectares of net sown area, nearly 40 per cent of the area is
affected by drought bringing down the states production by almost
50 per cent of the target in the state.

As aresult of climate change, the number of rainy days is expected to
decrease and therefore dry periods are expected to increase. Under
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these circumstances, following improved practices for sustainable crop
production is imperative. These improved crop production practices
include soil & water conservation, improvement of soil health, rain water
harvesting & re-use, selection of appropriate crop varieties, suitable
cropping pattern, alternative land use, integrated farming systems,
mechanized agriculture, etc.

To meet food security, supply of quality seeds is critical. Further,
considering that about 15-20 per cent of crop productivity could be
enhanced by using quality seed alone, I call upon public sector and
private sector organizations to ensure timely and required quantity of
quality seed supply to farmers.

I appreciate that UAS, Bangalore has developed a software application
to indicate the availability and price of seeds. I expect UAS, Bangalore
to give wide publicity regarding this app in consultation with the
Department of Agriculture ensuring to follow the provisions of Seed
Act.

I feel that production of pulses and oil seed crop seeds should be taken
up byutilizing residual moisture in the paddy fallows that would contribute
to the increased production of pulses and oil seeds of Karnataka state.
I call upon the scientists to work towards the development and release
of new oil seed crop varieties and to train unemployed youths to produce
different crop seeds.

Government of Karnataka has been focusing on post harvest
technologies like, processing, packaging, branding and marketing and
export. In order to increase the income of a farmer, Universities scientists
should also prioritize their programs to develop more value added
products and their marketing technologies. In this regard I call upon the
graduating students to think of establishing agri tech startups.

UAS, Bangalore - 58" Convocation



8 Pro-Chancellors Speech

Plenty of opportunities are ahead of agriculture graduates to build your
future — higher studies, job opportunities in government, private, and
public institutions, research centers & agriculture firms, start-ups, even
practicing agriculture on your own land, clearing competitive exams at
the national level in Civil Services Examinations and exploring many
such other opportunities.

I'wish the young out going graduates and post graduates of this esteemed
University of Agricultural Sciences, Bangalore a great future ahead.
Your successes will be the success of your Alma mater and so also the
success of our state.

I congratulate and wish you a bright career in your future endeavors.

Jai Jawan -Jai Kisan
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