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Coprafarmersonslipperyground

Newspaper Clippings

GROWERS SHELL-SHOCKED

aspricesfall 50%in 5 months

Subsidised import of palm oil,
lack of govt procurement
key causes

v

VARSHA GOWDA
BENGALURU, DHNS:

rices of copra have taken anosedive in
the state, falling by about 50% in the
past four to five months.

This drastic reduction, farmers and ex-
perts say, is the result of a lack of govern-
ment intervention to rein in the increased
import of palm oil at subsidised rates and
the government’s failure to procure copra
tostabilise prices.

Karnataka is the third largest producer
of coconuts in the country after Kerala and
‘Tamil Nadu.

Growingdistricts
India produces 34% of the world’s supply of
coconuts. Amajority of farmers in Tumaku-
ru, Hassan and Mandya and a significant
portionin Chitradurga, Mandya, Udupiand
Dalshina Kannada districts are dependent
on coconut eultivation for livelihood.
The non-stop import of palm oil has im-
pacted coconut growers, say farmers and
experts.

malarn, explains the impact of the phange
inprices.

Big slump

“The price fell from Rs 14,000 per quintal o
couple of months ago to Rs 7,700 now. The
costto produce aguintal of copra, including
cultivation and transportation, comes (o Ry
9,000, We are operating atalogs," he says.

Siddeshprasad has cultivated coconut
trees on S acres of land and the sale of copra
constitutes his primary income.

Adropin pricesof this magnitude has not
occurred in the recent past, according 1o
Ramesh, acoconut farmer from Tovinakere.

“Iffarmers Aditional
forinstance avehicleor educationloan, how
are they supposed to survive?” hesays.

“In2018, the priceof coprawas around R
14,000, This price was stagnant for severnl
years after that, even though labour wages
and cultivation costs had surged over the
period,” hesaid.

Causes
Traders, Siddeshprasad says, have been
citing a reduction in demand for copra in

cooking.

Additionally, ball copra, the variety com-
monly grown in Karnataka, is not common-
ly used to produce coconut oil, according to
Prakash Kammardi, professor and head of
the department of agricultural economics
at the University of Agricultural Sciences.

Infact, Karnatakaaccountsfor 65%of the

Vg

"his hasled toadecli dfortra-
st ToET o ol dq

and
groundnut, apart from copra.

Tn fact, a study over a 15-year period be-
tween 2005 and 2021 showed that the area
under oilseeds had declined by 14.65 lakh
hectaresin the state.

Siddeshprasad, a coconut farmer in Tu-

¥ of ballcoprainthe country.

In the past, ball copra was thought to bea
safer bet. However, when weather conditions
vary, moisture could collect ingide the shell
of ball copra, affecting the yield.

There is a fall in demand for ball copra
used in cooking food, according to traders.
Thefalli A etlowd

a0 &y
Areductionindemand for copra in
for the

ging price drops and intervening, " he says.

Edible oll pricing

Anekatte Vishwanath of the Goconut Grow-

ers Annnclnnlnlu fm:ln that the pricesof coprin
b vottte adllle alt el

arcl feably pricing,
“heimportof palmoil s ad amajoreffect
oncoconut growers,”" he says.

In fact, Indin (s the largest importer of
palm ol in the world, Due to fts wide availa
bility and cheap rates, an official in the agrl-
el ley xplaing, ith
peted coconut ol in even regions where the
Iatter had a stronghold.

Reglonal import mundates through
SA/\IN:} have also made palm ol import un-

cookingis
plummeting prices.

the festival season, butthisisnot the only reas
son behind the reduction in prices of copra
inthestate,

Kammardi explains that to improve the
conditions of coconut farmers and to pro
vide price stabilisation, an intervention in
procurement is ne ry.

To start with,
have fallen by 50
tional-level farm
organisation (NA

procur )
o-operative marketing
D) have stopped.

‘Govts failing growers'
Rameshexplains thatinsuch erises, “moving
fast tostabilise pricesis the key. Both the state
and central governmentsare failing
Under the current process of procure-
ment, the state government needs o prove
o fall in prices in the markets at the district
level, NAFED then approves procurement
orders, with union government funding.
“The process is long and as a result, price
stabilisation is not happening In time. The
state government should have a say in Mag-

India’s palm ofl imports jumped 29.21%
10908 lakh tonne in the first 1 months of
th 2022-23 ol year, edwith
the year-enrlie iod, with RBD Palmolein

ek |

'rs, industry body Solvent

atonof Indinsaid recently,
i hinadwith delaved

tpolicy

rement and price stabilisation has led

2 sinys Kammardi.

Extractor’s As

Diversification

To find a solution o high input costs,
Vishwanath has been long advocating that
farmers sell about 30-40% of their yield in
the tender coconut stage:

“Another 30% can be sold as coconuts.
Farmers should make sure that they are
selling | s than 30% of the yield in the form
of cop ays Vishwanath.

Value addition is also lacking, accor ding
toan official in the agriculture department.

'“l‘l\rgm’un\nwnlc‘\n(l\mku(mu‘ommug
machinestodeshell coconuts (already in the
market). We should think of ways of reducing
farmers'inputcosts,” he says. ’
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MILLETS CAN

MITIGATE GLOBAL
WARMING: DR VALI

PURAN CHOUDHARY
(@ Bengaluru

WITHIN 18 years, global
warming can be mitigated if
farmers stop growing rice,
wheat and sugarcane. If mil-
lets are grown instead, over
10.4 billion metric tonne of
carbon dioxide can be re-
duced around the world, said
Dr Khadar Vali, nutrition-
ist, popularly known as the
Millet Man of India.

Dr Vali explained that mil-
lets grow by themselves and
don’t need much assistance.
Karnataka, currently facing
drought in several districts,
can easily grow millets,
which are versatile. “Come
rain or shine, millets can be
grown in drought areas as
they can flourish between 10
degrees and 45 degrees Cel-
sius because of the genomic
content of the grain. How-
ever unfortunately, our food

come monoculture between

culture has increasingly be- ¢

ciety. Millets can protect
your mitochondria and safe-
guard your body against mi-
crobial imbalance and hor-
monal imbalance, If you eat
millet every day, you will get
rid of diabetes, thyroid, can-
cers and all other diseases
that will be thrown out of
your body. Each year, $827
billion is collected by diabet-
ic pharmacies,” he claimed
during the conversation.
Currently, millets consti-
tute only 1.5t0 1.8 per cent of
the total grains produced in
the country. "We need to fo-
cus more on rain-fed agri-
culture and initiate policy
changes. Subsidies should
be made available to farmers
who depend on rain for their
farming. Only when we popu-
larise eating millets in society
will farmers be able to grow
them. A demand needs to be
created,” he emphasised.
Dr Vali said he has been
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