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Colloquium I
Entrepreneurial behaviour and economic performance of Beekeepers in Southern transition zone of Karnataka.

Synopsis

Beekeeping has great potential in our country to develop as prime agro-horticulture based rural cottage industries, ideally suited to the rural, tribal, youth and other categories of the weaker sections of the society. Bee keeping implies a technology that is simple, easily accessible; demanding the least capital investment and the produce (honey and wax) can be stored for longer period. The country’s total honey production is 1,33,200 MT making  apiculture market size worth  Rs.20,480 million as per 2021-22 second advance estimate. India has exported around 74,413.05 MT of natural honey for the worth of Rs.12,211.70 million during the year 2021-22. Considering the potential of beekeeping in India and its importance in providing additional income many institutions have conducted training for improving the skills of farmers for taking up bee keeping and developing entrepreneurial behaviour of the farmers. With this back drop, the present study has been conceptualized with the following objectives:
1. To study the entrepreneurial behaviour and economic performance of beekeepers
2. To know the personal, socio-economic and psychological characteristics of beekeepers and their association with entrepreneurial behaviour and economic performance
3. To document the success stories of beekeepers
4. To identify the constraints faced by the beekeepers in the study area and seek their suggestions to overcome the constraints

Methodology

Locale of the study: The study will be conducted in Hassan and Chikkamagaluru districts of southern transition of Karnataka.
Selection of respondents: From each district the data will be collected from 45 beekeepers. Hence the total number of respondents for the study were to be 90. The required number of beekeepers for the study would be selected through snowball sampling technique.
                    

 		Variables considered for the study and their empirical measurement

	Sl. No.
	Variables
	Empirical measurement

	A. Dependent variables

	I
	Entrepreneurial behaviour 

	Scale used by Mahantesh shirur (2015) with suitable modifications
Entrepreneurial Dimensions:
a. Innovativeness
b. Achievement  motivation
c. Decision taking ability
d. Risk taking ability
e. Management orientation 
f. Economic motivation
g. Scientific orientation
h. Information seeking behaviour
i. Leadership quality

	II
	Economic performance 

	Scale developed by Shankaraiah and Crouch (1997) with suitable modifications.

	         B. Independent Variables

	1
	Age
	Based on chronological age

	2
	Education
	Procedure followed by Trivedi (1963)

	3
	Occupation 
	Structure schedule will be developed

	4
	Family size
	Procedure followed by Hosamani (1993)

	5
	Family type
	Procedure followed by Dhama and Bhatanagar (1980)

	6
	Land holding
	Procedure followed by Karnataka land reforms Act (1996)

	7
	Annual income
	Procedure followed by Hanchinal (1999) with slight modifications

	8
	Social participation 
	Procedure adopted by Saravanakumar (1996) with slight modifications.

	9
	Extension  participation 
	Procedure followed by Biradar (1997) with suitable modifications.

	10
	Value orientation
	Procedure adopted by Alexander (1982) with suitable modifications.

	11
	Self-reliance
	Procedure followed by Prasad (1983)

	12
	Cosmo politeness
	Procedure used by Desai (1981)

	13
	Deferred gratification 
	Scale developed by Ramegowda (1991)



Research design: Ex-post facto research design will be employed.

Collection of data: Data will be collected using pre-tested interview schedule by personal interview method.

Statistical tools: Most appropriate and suitable statistical tools like Mean, Frequency, Percentage, Standard Deviation, Chi-square test and other tests will be employed for data analysis.
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