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Ⅱ Seminar
“Extension Plus : A New Face of Extension With Expanding Roles”
Synopsis

Extension in India is in transition. After several years of neglect, public sector extension has been witnessing renewed interest and policy attention during the last few years. While the need for strengthening extension services and expanding its mandate is fairly recognized, the on-going reform process is yet to make a significant impact on improving extensions’ contribution to agricultural development. Development of agriculture continues to remain critical for India’s economic growth and poverty reduction. Indian agriculture faces several challenges and agricultural extension services can and should contribute to addressing these challenges. However, to do this effectively, extension needs to address some of the challenges it faces currently and should reinvent its role and mission.
Agricultural extension plays a crucial role in meeting the holistic needs to increase agricultural production in a sustainable manner. Reforms in the system envisage a pluralistic extension system that is more broad-based and holistic in content and scope— beyond agricultural technology transfer
With this background, the current seminar has been conceptualized with the following objectives:
1. To study the concept of extension plus 
2. To know difference over Shifting Extension to extension plus
3. To review research studies
  Concept of Extension Plus
           The larger goal of investments in extension-plus is to strengthen the capacity of extension and advisory services to play a much wider role (a bridging role) and at the same time enhance the ability of other actors in the Agricultural Innovation System (AIS) to support producers in an integrated way. Worldwide, it is now widely recognized that agricultural extension needs to reform in ways that allow it fulfil a diverse set of objectives. 
          Extension Plus: 
          Extension plus is a framework for investment in strengthening and reforming extension to be a strong partner and nodal agency with Agricultural Innovation System (AIS), providing technological and non technological services to farmers.

Key elements of Extension Plus
          i. A broad scope for service provision (Beyond technology transfer), ii. The extensive use of partnerships to fulfill an expanded mandate, iii. A learning based approach, iv. Negotiations with a wide range of stakeholders for developing workable and effective service arrangements, v. An institutional mechanism to represent clients’ interests at the management level, so the program remains accountable to its clients.
Changing demands in Extension
            There is need for paradigm shift from top-down blanket dissemination of technological      packages, towards providing producers with the knowledge and understanding to solve their own location specific problems. Farmers are to be provided with access to linkage mechanisms through which they would be provided all relevant information/data to help them articulate their problems and needs with reference to their production and marketing plans. Now the focus is towards, demand driven extension system. Feedback system will play the key role in demand driven technology development approach. The direct interface and close interactions between scientist- research- farmer- markets need to be created.

 Key Shift required from Extension to Extension-Plus
            Technology dissemination to supporting rural livelihoods. Improving farm productivity to improving farm and non-farm income. Providing services to enabling farmers to access services from other agencies. Innovation in extension centrally generated to locally evolved.

Research study
Singh et al., (2013) mentioned that, policy reforms, institutional restructuring, improving research-extension linkages, capacity building of extension workers, empowerment of farmers, use of information technology, financial sustainability and resource mobilization, the changing role of government were the reforms in agricultural extension have been initiated and were to be undertaken on a wider scale. 

Kareem & Phand (2018) reported that, majority of the officers, except Sericulture department feels that, farmers can adopt a new technology without subsidiary component and participate in implementation of the schemes without their (farmer) participation in planning and also revealed that majority of the Horticulture (100%) and Sericulture (80%) officers were aware about ATMA, however majority of Fishery (70%) and Animal Husbandry (70%) officers are not aware of ATMA.

Conclusion:
         The focal point of extension is to educate clientele towards effective decision making in agriculture and resource management. A healthy, vibrant and responsive extension system with an aim of faster, sustainable and more inclusive agricultural growth is the need of the hour. Operationalizing extension plus requires a new organizational culture where extension reinvents as a nodal agency that will provide technological and non-technological services to farmers. Extension needs to play a facilitating role enabling access to services by acting as a bridge connecting farmers, the poor and vulnerable groups with different service providers. There is high need for bringing on extension revolution.

References
KAREEM, M. A. AND PHAND, S., 2018, Extension Approaches and Methods Adopted by the Agri-allied Sector Department of Maharashtra  State. J. of Agric. Biol. and Envi. Sci., 5(01):19-29.
            SINGH, K. M., SWANSON, B. E. AND MEENA, M. S., 2013, Reforming India’s Pluralistic                     
                         Extension System: Some Policy Issues. ICAR-RCER, Patna, Univ. of Illinois at    
                    Urbana-Champaign., 4(11): 48916-48954. 


