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Synopsis
“GENDER PARTICIPATION AND DECISION MAKING IN SERICULTURE: A STUDY IN RAMANAGARA DISTRICT OF KARNATAKA STATE”
Introduction
                 Sericulture is an agro-based industry, requires low investment and it is more suited to rural-based farmers, entrepreneurs, and artisans. In reality, it is an occupation by women and for women because women form more than 60 per cent of the workforce and 80 per cent of silk is consumed by them. Women in the house, while attending to household activities, also look after silkworm rearing activities like bed cleaning, feeding the silkworms, maintenance of hygiene, picking the ripe worms and placing them on mountages and so on. The success and failure of farm depends mainly on the contribution made by farm women. In this context, the present study was carried out with the following specific objectives:  
1. [bookmark: _Hlk10749157]To assess the knowledge level of farm men and women regarding recommended sericulture technologies 
2. To analyse the decision-making pattern of farm men and women in sericulture activities 
3. To study the extent of participation of farm men and women in sericulture activities 
4. To understand the association and extent of contribution of profile characteristics of farmers on the knowledge, decision making and participation level 
5. To document the drudgeries faced by farm men and farm women in sericulture activities 
Methodology: 
Locale of the study: The present study was carried out in ten villages of Channapatna and Kanakapura taluks in Ramanagara district of Karnataka state. Small and marginal farmers practising sericulture were interviewed for the study since farm women from small and marginal farmers are more involved in the participation in sericulture activities. From each village, six farm households practising sericulture were randomly selected. Relevant data were collected from the head of the family and his spouse. Thus, the final sample constituted 120 respondents (60 farm men and 60 farm women).
Variables and their measurements:
	Sl. No

	Variables

	Empirical measurement


	A. 
	Dependent variables

	1
	Knowledge regarding the recommended sericulture technologies 
	Schedule was developed 

	2
	Decision making pattern in sericulture technologies 
	Schedule was developed

	3
	Participation in sericulture activities 
	Procedure followed by Rajula Shanthy (2010) 

	B.
	Independent variables

	1
	Age
	Chronological age of   respondents

	2
	Education
	Procedure followed by Hiremath (2000)

	3
	Experience in sericulture 
	Schedule was developed 

	4
	Innovativeness
	Scale developed by Feaster (1968) and modified by Prasad (1983)

	5
	Achievement motivation
	Scale developed by Singh (1977)

	6
	Management orientation
	Scale developed by Samantha (1977)

	7
	Risk orientation 
	Procedure followed by Supe (1969)

	8
	Economic motivation
	Scale developed by Supe (1969) 

	9
	Credit orientation
	Scale developed by Mishra (1979) 

	10
	Social participation
	Procedure followed by Trivedi and pareek (1963)

	11
	Cosmopoliteness
	Procedure followed by Sahana (2003)

	12
	Deferred gratification
	Scale developed by Ramegowda (1991) 

	13
	Attitude towards sericulture  
	Scale developed by Joy Mathew and Nagi Reddy (1990)

	14
	Farming commitment
	Scale developed by Ramegowda (1991)

	15
	Mass media exposure
	Procedure followed by Nagananda (2005)

	16
	Training in sericulture 
	Schedule was developed

	17
	Extension agency contact
	Procedure followed by Kikon (2010)

	18
	Farm scientist contact 
	Procedure followed by Lakshminarayan (1998)

	19
	Extension participation 
	Procedure followed by Nagesh (2006) 


          Expost-facto research design was employed in the present study.  Data was collected personally using a pre-tested interview schedule. The collected data was scored, tabulated and analysed using frequency, mean, standard deviation, chi-square test, multiple regression analysis and student ‘t’ test.  
The salient findings of the study are: 
1. A larger number of men were having high level of management orientation (51.66%), risk orientation (46.66%), economic motivation (55.00%), credit orientation (50.00%), social participation (56.67%), cosmopoliteness (48.34%), deferred gratification (45.00%), favourable attitude towards sericulture (46.66%), farming commitment (50.00%), farm scientist contact (50.00%) and mass media exposure (36.66%). 
2. More number of women were having high level of management orientation (40.00%) and deferred gratification (40.00%), while 63.34 per cent of the women did not undergo training in sericulture.
3. A larger proportion of farm men (46.66%) were having high level of knowledge regarding improved sericulture technologies, followed by medium (30.00%) and low (23.3%) level of knowledge regarding improved sericulture technologies, respectively.  On the other hand, over one-third (35.00%) of farm women belong to knowledge category regarding recommended sericulture technologies, followed by one-third (33.33%) and 31.67 per cent of them were belonging to high and low knowledge category regarding recommended sericulture technologies, respectively.
4. More than two-third of the farm men (68.89%) were belonging to high decision making category, whereas 16.11 and 15.00 per cent of the farm men were belonging to low and medium decision making category, respectively. With respect to the farm women, as high as 60.00 per cent of them were belonging to the low decision making category followed by 26.66 and 13.34 per cent of the farm women belonging to the medium and high decision making category, respectively.
5. It was found that there was a highly significant difference existed in the mean decision making score between the farm men (22.08) and farm women (6.66) in respect of the sericulture technologies.
6. Forty per cent of the farm men were having high level of participation in the sericulture activities, while 30.00 and one-fourth (25.00%) of the farm men were having medium and low level of participation, respectively. More than one-third (35.00%) of the farm women were having medium level of participation followed by one-third (33.34%) and 31.66 per cent of the farm women were having high and low level of participation, respectively in the sericulture activities, respectively.  
7. There was a significant difference in the mean participation score between the farm men (16.44) and women (13.98) in respect of the sericulture activities.
8. Age, education, experience in sericulture, innovativeness, achievement motivation, management orientation, risk orientation, economic motivation, attitude towards sericulture, farming commitment, mass media exposure, training in sericulture, extension agency contact, farm scientist contact and extension participation of farm men and women had significant to highly significant association with the knowledge, decision making and participation level. 
9. All the 19 profile characteristics of farm men contributed to the tune of 84.20, 78.90 and 75.50 per cent on the knowledge, decision making and participation in sericulture technologies/activities, respectively.
10. Nineteen profile characteristics of farm women together contributed to the tune of 81.20, 76.10 and 74.90 per cent on the knowledge, decision making and participation in sericulture technologies/activities, respectively. 
11. Backache, headache, neck pain, blisters and lesions and eye irritation were the health hazards/drudgeries faced by both farm men and women in mulberry cultivation and silkworm rearing activities. 


Implications of the study
1. Extension agencies should educate the farm men to encourage women in the decision making process and also it should motivate farm women to involve in decision making and participate actively in sericulture. Hence, both farm men and women can profitably engage themselves in sericulture activities for earning maximum income and profit. 
2. Management orientation of farm men and women had association with the knowledge, decision making pattern and extent of participation in sericulture activities. Therefore, their knowledge and decision making pattern needs to be enhanced by strengthening leadership and technical capacities of farm men and women in sericulture technologies. 
3. Increased participation of farm women to the extension and frequent contacts with the farm scientists and formal sericulture extension personnel will help the farm women to gain knowledge for improving self perception, self esteem and confidence to help them to contribute in decision making and increased participation in sericulture activities.  
4. Dissemination of improved sericulture technologies through media (newspapers, farm magazines, radio, television, internet etc.) in local languages will increase their knowledge and thereby enhancing the decision making ability and involvement of farm men and women in sericulture activities.
5. Extending the technological interventions such as ploughing tools, inter-cultivator, weeder, sprayers etc., will reduce the drudgery to both the farm men and women in mulberry cultivation. Use of hand gloves, face and eye masks will help in minimising the drudgeries to both farm men and women while participating in the silkworm rearing activities. 
                                                                 *****
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