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KARNATAKA AT 4TH SPOT IN
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INCREASING FOREST COVER

BALA CHAUHAN @ Bengalury

THE forest and tree cover in In-
dia is now 80.9 million hectares
(8,09,537 sgkm), which is 24.62
per cent of the country’s geo-
graphical area, and 1,540 sgkm
more compared to the 2019 as-
sessment, stated the India State
of Forest Report (ISFR) 2021,
published by the Forest Survey
of India (FSI). The report was
released by Environment Min-
ister Bhupender Yadav at a vir-
tual ceremony on Thursday.
FSI defines ‘forest cover’ as
all lands of a hectare or more
with tree patches, with canopy
density of more than 10 per
cent. Karnataka ranks fourth
among the top five states in
terms of increase in forest cov-
er, starting with Andhra
Pradesh (647 sqgkm), Telangana
(632 sgkm), Odisha (537 sqkm),
Karnataka (155 sgkm) and
Jharkhand (110 sqgkm). Karna-

taka’s forest area is about 22.61
per cent of the state’s geograph-
ical area. The recorded forest
area of Karnataka is 43,356.47
sgkm, as per the annual report
of the state’s Forest Depart-
ment for the year 2014-15.

The southern state stands
third in the increase in man-
grove cover along the vast
7,500km coastline, spread over 12
states and UTs. Mangrove cover
is 4,992 sqkm, with an increase
of 17 sqgkm, compared to the as-
sessment of 2019. Top three
states showing mangrove cover
increase are Odisha (8 sgkm) fol-
lowed by Maharashtra (4 sgkm)

and Karnataka (3 sgkm).

The ISFR-"21 has observed an
increase in total carbon stock
in the country’s forests, which
is estimated at 7,204 million
tonnes. “There is an increase
of 79.4 million tonnes in carbon
stock of the country, as com-
pared to the last assessment of
2019,” the report states.

The report has recorded a de-
cline in forest cover in the
country’s hill and tribal dis-
tricts, as well as across the
northeastern states, besides ob-
serving an overall decadal de-
cline in forest cover across 52
tiger reserves. FSI in collabora-
tion with BITS Pilani, Goa cam-
pus, has conducted a study
based on ‘Mapping of Climate
Change Hotspots in Indian For-
ests’ to map climatic hotspots
over forest cover, using compu-
ter model-based projection of
temperature and rainfall data,
for 2030, 2050 and 2085.
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SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

Karnataka has received aid

of ¥1,242.26 crore for imple-
menting two watershed pro-
jects in rainfed areas of the
State for increasing farm
productivity.

The Centre has granted
¥642.26 crore for watershed
project under the Prime Mi-
nister Krishi Sinchayee Yoja-
na (PMKSY). It would be co-

vering 2.75 lakh hectares in
57 rainfed taluks of the State
in the next five years.

Briefing  presspersons
here on Thursday, Minister
for Agriculture B.C. Patil said
the project would be imple-
mented in a five-year period
with contributions from the
Centre and State in the ratio
of 60:40.

The project would pro-
mote alternative cropping
systems, and encourage

T NS

The watershed pojects will bei
of the State for increasing farm productivity. =riLe pHoTO

SHGs participation in va-
rious livelihood activities
that would generate sustain-
able income round the year,
Mr. Patil said.

WB project

The Minister said the World
Bank has approved a ¥3600
crore watershed project
for adopting improved wa-
tershed management prac-
tises to increase farmers’ re-
silience to climate change

Centre approves 3642cr for watershed devpt schemes

mplemented inra
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State gets 1,242 cre for
two watershed projects

Centre grants X642 crore for one of it under PMKSY
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and promote higher produc-
tivity. It would be imple-
mented in five years in 21 dis-
tricts. The World Bank and
State government would
share the cost in the ratio of
70:30, Mr. Patil said. Under
the project, the Rejuvenat-
ing Watersheds for Agricul-
tural Resilience Through In-

novative Development

(RWARD) would help intro-

duce modern watershed

practices, the Minister said.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

@ Bengaluru

THE Union Government has
approved the release of
Rs 642 crore to Karna-
taka under the Prime
Minister Krishi Sin-
chayee Yojna (Water-
shed Development
Component) for the
next five years.
Agriculture Minister BC Pa-
til said rainwater harvesting,
measures to prevent soil ero-
sion, recharging of groundwa-

ter table as well as initiative to
assist self-help groups will be
taken up under the project. The
Centre and the State will pro-
vide 60:40 assistance, re-

s spectively, for the project.
. While Rs 22,000 per hec-
tare will be invested in
taking up watershed de-
velopment programmes
in plains, it will be Rs
28,000 per hectare in hilly
areas. Patil said the Centre has
also identified Karnataka as a
state that will provide technical
assistance to other states in tak-

ing up watershed development
programmes.

Agriculture officials said
that Karnataka will get Rs 150
crore each year and works will
be taken up after getting ap-
provals from the state cabinet.
The State Government will
also take up programmes un-
der the Rs 600-crore REWARD
(Rejuvenating Watersheds for
Agricultural Resilience
through Innovative Develop-
ment) project with assistance
from the World Bank. The
project announced in the 2021-

22 budget will be taken up in 21
districts, except in the coastal
region, in the next five years,
with 70 per cent assistance
from the World Bank and 30
per cent from the State Gov-
ernment, the official said.
The official said various ini-
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tiatives will be taken up under
the project, including strength-
ening farmer producer organi-
zation, value chain development
and setting up Centre of Excel-
lence on Watershed Manage-
ment at the University of Agri-
cultural Sciences Bengaluru.



