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Experts say loan waivers
are “bad economics”

BHARATH JOSHI
BENGALURU, DHNS

hief Minister Basavaraj

Bommai is under pres-

sure from farmers to
waive their loans, which they
say will cushion the stress in
the agriculture sector ampli-
fied by heavy crop losses due
to floods.

In November alone, heavy
rains have damaged crops
spread across 5.81 lakh hect-
ares,according to preliminary
governmentdata. Thisfigureis
higher, some argue.

The Chief Minister’s Office
(CMO) is flooded with repre-
sentations by farmers asking
fortheir croploanstobewaived.

“Many farmers who are
eligible for incentive under
the (2018) Crop Loan Waiver
Scheme (CLWS) are repre-
senting for waiver of the loans
even after their crop loan ac-
countsare credited with thein-
centiveamount. Some farmers

v

whose loan accounts were not
eligible under the CLWS and
hence rejected by the branch
managers are also represent-
ing to government for waiver
of their crop loans (sic),” the
Finance Department stated
in a letter to the State Level
Bankers’ Committee recently.

If Bommai bites the bullet,
he will be the fifth consecutive
chief minister to waive loans,
starting with Jagadish Shettar,
Siddaramaiah, H D Kumaras-
wamyand BS Yediyurappa (he
waived loans of fishermen in
2019).

“Atleast those farmers who
have lost their crops should be
given a loan waiver,” farmer
leader Kuruburu Shantkumar
told DH.

According to him, crops on
8-10 lakh hectares have been
lost. “Farmers borrowed crop
loans. How will they repay
with their crops destroyed,”
heasked. Pointing outthatthe
Centre’s cropinsuranceisn’t of

Farm distress: Bommai under
pressure to waive crop loans

T
& R,

Loanwaivers sofar

« 2012 - Jagadish Shettar

- Rs 3,500 crore

for 16 lakh farmers

-2017 - Siddaramaiah

for 22 lakh farmers

s 8,165 crore

» 2018 - H D Kumaraswamy

/R 15,597 crore

6 lakh farmers

ﬁs‘ﬁo 58 crore

19 - B S Yediyurappa

InNovember alone, heavy rains have damaged crops pread across 5.81 lakh hectares,

according to preliminary government data. oH FiLE PHOTO

much help as it doesn’t cover
all crops, Shantkumar said:
“Just like how industries get
help when they’re in distress,
thegovernmentshould protect
farmers.”

Much as Bommai would
like to play the populist CM,
he faces constraints as the fi-
nance minister. Understand-
ably, the Finance department
(FD) is against a fresh loan

waiver as that will dent the
state’s coffers. “A fresh loan
waiver isn’t under discussion,
and shouldn’t be,” a senior FD
official said.

Thelast crop loan waiver, in
2018whenthe Congress-JD(S)
coalition wasin power, costthe
government Rs 15,597 crore.

Expertssayloanwaiversare
“bad economics” that should
beavoided. “Itwilllead toarev-

enue deficitandit’ll bevery dif-
ficultto come back from that,”
Madhusudhan BV Rao, senior
researchadvisoratthe Centre
for;?udget and Policy Studies,

Among the signs of farm
distress in Karnataka is the
nsmgagncu]turalNPAs from
Rs 17,571 crore in September
2019toRs18,185 croremSep-
tember2021.
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Some bees
eat meat

little-known species of tropical

bee, nicknamed vulture bees,
has evolved an extra tooth for biting
flesh and a gut that more closely re-
sembles that of vultures rather than
other bees. Typically, bees don’t eat
meat. However, a species of stingless
beein the tropics has evolved the
ability to do so, presumably due to
intense competition for nectar.

Honeybees, bumblebees, and
stingless bees have guts that are

colonised by the same five core
microbes. “Unlike humans, whose
guts change with every meal, most
bee species have retained these
same bacteria over roughly 80 mil-
lion years of evolution,” said Jessica
Maccaro, an entomology doctoral
student.

Normally, stingless bees have bas-
kets on their hind legs for collecting
pollen. However, the team observed
carrion-feeding bees using those
same structures to collect the bait.
“They had little chicken baskets,”
said Quinn McFrederick, a UCR
entomologist.

“The vulture bee microbiome is
enriched in acid-loving bacteria,
which are novel bacteria that their
relatives don’t have,” McFrederick
said. “These bacteria are similar to
ones found in actual vultures, as well
as hyenas and other carrion-feeders,
presumably to help protect them
from pathogens that show up on
carrion.”

One of the bacteria present in vul
ture bees is Lactobacillus, which is i
alot of humans’ fermented food, like ‘!
sourdough. Theywere also found to
harbor Carnobacterium, which is
associated with flegh dlgestlon

Inaddition, though they feed on
meat, their hon, ney is reportedly still
sweetand edible. “They store the
meatin special Cham that are
sealed off for two weeks f
accessit, and thes, o

e chambers are

separate from wher i
stored,” Maccaro sauedthe ﬁoney ¢
Phys.o
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