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“The life in front of you is far more important than the life behind you”
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Punjab agrees to roll out online direct
cash transter of MSP to farmers’ a/cs

et ‘Arhtiyas’ to get interest on dues since
last procurement, says Haryana CM

aryana CM Manohar Lal Khattar on Thursday said all those

‘arhtiyas’ whose commission and labour wage dues have
been pendingsince the last procurement season would get
interestonthem for the delayed amount. “The process of
payment of interest will start from today and the ‘arhtiyas’
have been asked to get their accounts verified. Necessary

New Delhi/ Chandigarh:
The Punjab government on
Thursday agreed to roll out
the online direct cash trans-
fer of MSP to bank accounts
of farmers instead of arhti-
yas accounts. This will start

fromthe currentrabimarket-
ing season (RMS), which will
kick off in Punjab from Sat-
urday. With this the MSP pay-
: ment to farmers across the
country will become online.
Confirming this, food
and public distribution sec-
retary Sudhanshu Pandey
told TOI, “The Punjab gov-
ernment has agreed that for
the wheat procurement
(RMS) starting from April

A farmer |nsects his wheat
crop on the outskirts of Amritsar

directions have beenissued to the food and civil supplies
department,” an official statement quoting Khattar said. tnn

10, the MSP given to farmers
shallbepaid directly totheir
bank accounts on the basis
of physical document of the
land duly counter signed by
either patwari or sarpanch
of thevillage. In six months,
the land record will also be
integrated online.”
The arathiyas will con-

tinue to get their commis-
sion of 2.5% separately; offi-
cials said. The break-
through came at a meeting
chaired by food minister Pi-
yush Goyal which was at-
tended by four ministers
from Punjab including fi-
nance and food ministers.
Punjab finance minister

Manpreet Singh Badal, who
attended the meeting, told
TOI, “The Centre refused to
budge on the direct cash
transfer issue and insisted
that Punjab will haveto trans-
fer money directly to the
farmers within 48 hours. Oth-
erwise, they (the Centre) will
not procure from Punjab.”
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